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Meeting Details

Place:
Club 4100
4118 4th Street
Brooklyn, Maryland

Thursday March 12, 1998

4:30 Board Meeting
5:30 Attitude Adjustment
6:30 Dinner
7:30 Program

Make your reservation
before Noon, Tuesday,

March 10, 1998.
 Chapter notifies the Club
of reservation quantity on 

 Tuesday afternoon.

Call Kellie Boteler at

 James Posey Associates

410-265-6100
Cost:  $23 per person

Payment due for
reservations made.

Make checks payable in the
exact amount to

" Baltimore Chapter CSI "

 Limited quantity of late
reservations available at the

 INCREASED Cost
 of $25 each.

MARCH 12TH'S PROGRAM

Everything You Wanted to Know
About Waterproofing

but Were Afraid to Ask

Containing and diverting water is a goal for the building
envelope.  In most cases, the goal is to keep water from
entering a building from the exterior.

Join us as Steve Gordon, Vice-President of Preservation and
Protection Systems, Inc., helps us understand the role of
waterproofing and guide us through the labyrinth of
considerations involved in properly waterproofing a building.

Steve will consider the total environment of the building
envelope, concentrating on the forces resisted by the
waterproofing and flashing systems:  Substrate, climate,
product installation, and compatibility with other systems
installed on the project.  

APRIL 9TH'S PROGRAM

Walter Crawford of Industrial Galvanizers will present the program "Hot-Dip
Galvanizing:  How the ASTM Standards have Changed in the Last Couple of
Years."  (And, they've changed a lot!)

The Construction Specifications Institute is an international non-profit technical organization dedicated to the advancement of construction technology through

communication, education, research, and service.  For information about Baltimore Chapter CSI, call Chapter Membership Chair, Rod Anderson at  410-997-1000.
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Board Members

Officers

President Todd Guntner 410-561-3185
1st V.P. Cindy Nunn 301-384-3560
2nd V.P. Phil Brubaker 410-922-7503
Secretary Helen Jeffery 410-528-8600
Treasurer Paul Harbison 301-577-9408
Past Pres. Edna Heatherington 410-265-6100

Directors

FY 97 - 98 Randy Keck 301-792-2049
FY 97 - 98 Nancy Benassi 410-485-5437
FY 97 - 98 Robert Rosenbaum 703-734-7400
FY 98 Howard Garrett 410-512-4575
FY 98-99 Al Broughton 410-252-6107
FY 98-99 Robert Fritsche 410-665-4135
FY 98-99 Rodney Meyers 410-560-0741
FY 98-99 George B. Shannon 410-467-8600

Committee Chairs

Awards Paul Gentner 410-383-8535
Certification Marty Janka 410-433-4600
Convention '98 Dick Weatherby 410-539-2080
Education Helen Jeffery 410-528-8600
Elec Comm Jim Green 410-666-1886
Finance Paul Harbison 301-577-9408
Handbook Scott Sider 410-234-0900
House Charles Wise 410-792-4282
Membership Rod Anderson 410-997-1000
Newsletter Scott Sider 410-234-0900
Program Brian Lockwood 410-766-0550
Technical George Evans 410-532-9386

Call the Chapter Hotline
410-669-8681

for information about Chapter
events and activities.

www.baltimorecsi.org

Editorial Policy Notice
 

The Constellation acts as a moderator without
approving, disapproving, or guaranteeing the
validity or accuracy of any data, claim or opinion
appearing under a byline or obtained or quoted
from an acknowledged source.
 

The opinions expressed by authors do not
necessarily reflect the official views of the
Baltimore Chapter CSI or The Construction
Specifications Institute.
 

Editorial deadline is the second Friday of each
month.

President's Message

Over 50 high-spirited people turned out at our February meeting
to network, enjoy the delicious appetizers and dinner, and hear
Howard Pryor of Conestoga Tile talk about the proper application
of thinset ceramic tile.  Howard's presentation was professional,
organized, informative, and clear.  A key point was that unequally
distributed mortar behind the tiles is a major reason for cracks,
tile lifting, and bond failure.  A short video showed us how to
become expert tile installers at home.  Special thanks again to
Howard for traveling from Pennsylvania to bring us this program!

As we continue to note CSI's 50th anniversary, Certification
Chair Marty Janka gave a brief presentation on the history of
CSI's certification programs.  Next month's short history
presentation will be on member recognition and awards.  The
most important reason for CSI's 50 successful years is the
dedication and work of members.  Members like us are the
Institute's most valuable asset.

John Kinzer, Chair of Fundraising for Christmas in April, visited
the meeting and spoke briefly about the impact of the program
in Baltimore, helping needy homeowners repair their homes so
that they may live in safety, warmth, and dignity.  John thanked
the Chapter for our financial support.  To join those who will give
hands-on support on April 25th, call House Captain George
Shannon at 410-467-8600.

Committee Chairs and Directors!  Plan now to attend the
Leadership Orientation Seminars (LOS) April 18 at Turf Valley
Country Club.  And look for details about May's program,
tentatively planned as a field trip to the Engineers Club (see the
Highlights from the Board Meeting).  

Remember to invite someone you work with to join you at a
meeting to enjoy the networking and the program.  We look
forward to another great turnout for the March meeting.

Todd Guntner, CSI
Chapter President
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Convention '98

Spouse Program
Needs Your Help

Now that the Host Chapter Committee has
successfully marketed Baltimore at the
Denver and Orlando Conventions, the
booth is home again in Baltimore and it's
time to plan to host our visitors.

One of the biggest responsibilities is
welcoming the registered spouses.  There
will be a room set aside in the Convention
Center as the Spouse Hospitality Suite. 
It's our job to staff this location with
friendly, helpful people — spouses,
members, or interested friends — to help
the visiting spouses enjoy their time in
Baltimore.  

Typically, the spouse hospitality program
is also an opportunity to show off
specialties of the region with gifts and gift
certificates donated for distribution as part
of a package for spouses:
< Sample products of a local
manufacturer.
< Tickets to a nearby event during the
convention.
< Gift or discount certificates to
restaurants or attractions.  

With the Convention at midsummer, many
families plan attendance around a family
vacation, and will precede or follow the
Convention with tours to the national
Capital, the seashore, mountain vacation
resorts, or one or more of the historic sites
with which this region abounds. 
Convention is an opportunity for the entire
Region to market attractions to people
from all over the country.  

Host Chapter spouses have been the
traditional welcomers of visiting spouses,
but with many spouses busy with their
own different work, the core group seems
to be getting smaller.  We are recruiting
both members and spouses to sign up for
some time staffing the Hospitality Suite.  

Do you have an idea for a gift item? 
Could you set aside a couple of hours
(you'll get to sit down) to be a host?  Once
staffing the suite is covered, volunteers
will also be assigned to go along on the
spouse tours.  Call Judy Weatherby at
410-877-3339, or Millie Green at 410-666-
2094.

Board Meeting Highlights
Meeting of February 12, 1998

Richard Weatherby, Convention Host Committee Chair, reported that the
committee had responded energetically when the Institute staff asked for
comments on the proposed Youth Program, and persuaded them that the
B&O Railroad Museum was more important and more fun than the
Museum of Dentistry.  The Committee is currently concentrating on
recruiting members to assist with the hospitality room and to take two-hour
assignments staffing the Chapter Booth.

The Board voted to invest the capital required to create the special 50th
Anniversary mementos, a paperweight and a key chain, which the Chapter
will produce and sell at the Convention.  This is expected to be a
successful fund-raiser for the Chapter. 

Nominations Committee Chair Don Lopez reported that the slate is almost
ready and will be presented on schedule at the Board and membership
meetings in March.  

James Green reported for the Electronic Communications Committee that
he has developed two more pages at the Chapter Web site, including
directions to the meeting place.  The next objectives are to create links to
the Institute and Baltimore Area Convention and Visitors Association Web
pages, and to enter a roster of chapter members with names only.  

Awards Chair Paul Gentner prepared three nominations for Chapter
members for Institute Awards, two for Publications for Scott Sider, editor
of The Constellation and our Chapter Handbook; and one for Helen Jeffery,
for organizing and carrying on the Chapter's Professional Development
Seminars in 1998.

President Todd Guntner brought before the board some new possibilities
to consider:  Changing the meeting place, and changing the dues
structure.  (See related items on other pages.)  Discussion was lively.  The
board voted to keep the current dues structure in place for Fiscal Year
1999 (July 98 to June 99).  

First Vice-President Cindy Nunn reminded the board that it is time to select
a Products Exhibition Chair for FY 99.

Edna Heatherington, CSI, CCS, for
Helen Jeffery CSI, CCCA
Chapter Secretary
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Geography
For those of you who planning to attend
the Professional Development /
Certification Seminar Series, here is our
Downtown Baltimore map:

And for attending the monthly Chapter meeting,
here is our map to the Club 4100:

REMEMBER
TO VOTE!

And remember to read the instructions carefully so that your vote will
count!  It is an annual embarrassment to CSI that many members make
mistakes that invalidate their ballots.

The Chapter, Region, and Institute year begins each July and ends at
the end of June after the Chapter awards and the national convention.
Just as the retail stores and catalogs are now mustering their spring
and summer clothing, it's time for CSI to look ahead to planning our
next fiscal year, FY99.  Chapter First Vice President Cindy Nunn will
accept the slate position of Chapter President, and the Chapter's
Nominating Committee, chaired by Don Lopez, is working with her and
FY98 President Todd Guntner to prepare the slate of officers and
directors which will be presented at the March board and membership
meetings.  

Baltimore Chapter tradition is to present a slate with one name for each
position.  The nominees will have agreed to serve.  Any member with
an interest in a position, or who wants to suggest a candidate for a
position, may call the nomination committee chairs.  Nominations will
also be accepted from the floor when the slate is presented at the
membership meeting.

Ballots for the Chapter election will be included with your April
Constellation.  Although the slate is uncontested, we do need your vote
to demonstrate that the candidates are indeed acceptable.  You will also
have an opportunity to write in other candidates.  Every year, the
Chapter is embarrassed because some members are so careless or
unable as to fail to follow the directions for executing a valid ballot.
Read and follow the directions!  We are all people who live by
construction contracts.  If you can read and interpret that, you can vote
correctly.

And, please vote and send your ballot as soon as it comes.  If you set
it aside, the days will pass like lightning, and you'll have missed your
chance and obligation to participate.

Institute Ballots are due at the Institute by March 10, 1998.
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Come to Meetings
for the Programs

The Baltimore Chapter's programs are
most often about construction
documentation and building technology. 
So far this year, presentations have
brought information on the State of
Maryland's "Code Lynx," MasterSpec,
and CSI's own new Uniform Drawing
System, and technical presentations on
brick, precast concrete, and tile, with
waterproofing and galvanized sheet
steel coming up.  

All programs are valid for self-reported
AIA LUs, and February's tile program
was registered by the presenter, Howard
Pryor, for this purpose.  Many of the
programs would be useful for
architectural interns and for construction
workers.  It may be less interesting for a
door manufacturer's rep to hear about
precast concrete, but every presentation
is an opportunity to see a colleague
present technical information and
observe the response.  

If you are a member who doesn't come
to meetings, would different programs
be more attractive?  Some Chapters
have more general-business-interest
presentations such as how to write
better letters and business reports, or
motivational programs.  

Once in a while, someone manages to
stage a dramatization on an exciting
construction issue, such as Bill
Brightbill's "One Hour to Bid" program in
which everyone participated in
attempting to assemble a price under
pressure.  Sometimes our lawyer
members have presented legal issues of
interest to every participant in the
construction process.  

What kind of program would bring you
to a meeting?  What subject do you
know all about that you could present to
your colleagues?  Program Chair Brian
Lockwood is now planning ahead for the
first programs for FY 99, which will
begin in September 1998.  Call him with
your suggestions at 410-766-0550 (fax
410-761-8251).

What Will Get You to Meetings?

With average attendance between 35 and 40 people, Chapter meetings are big
enough to provide a lot of opportunity for exchange of news and expert knowledge.
But with Chapter membership well over 200, that's a small sample of the members.

Like any organization that operates entirely through volunteers, with no paid staff, the
Chapter needs to constantly renew the group of participants who keep it running for
the benefit of all members.  

At the February Board meeting, President Todd Guntner offered two proposals for
change which might promote more activity and diversity in the participating
membership:  A possible change to dues structure, and a possible change of meeting
place.

Dues Structure

The Baltimore Chapter charges modest dues, adequate to maintain the budget for
publications and programs.  Some Chapters charge dues which include an amount to
cover the cost of meetings (meeting place and dinner) for the year.  This creates an
incentive to attend meetings a member has already paid for, or to send another staff
member if she or he can't attend.  Another option a Board member brought up is to
offer the paid-ahead meetings as a discount from the paid-monthly cost.  

The February meeting is the time when it is required that the Board votes on the dues
structure for the next fiscal year, because the information is transmitted to the Institute
and published on the information which accompanies membership application forms.
At the February 1998 meeting, the Baltimore Chapter Board voted to retain the existing
dues structure for FY 99, but agreed to discuss the possibility of change in the future.

Meeting Place

President Todd Guntner has been approached by the Engineers Club, who are
recruiting related professional organizations to use their magnificent facility, the
Garrett-Jacobs Mansion just off Charles Street near the Washington Monument.  They
can offer facilities for up to 133 people at a meeting, with a cost for dinner similar to
what the Chapter is currently paying.  

Todd made a point last month, when he was talking with architects who are Chapter
members but don't come to meetings, of asking them why.  In his sample of five, the
location for meetings was a deterrent; they would prefer a meeting place in the city,
and when he mentioned the Engineers Club, they responded favorably.  

Marty Janka recalled that at one time, the Chapter did meet there, appreciated the
facility, and enjoyed excellent meals.  But every once in a while, the Chapter would be
bumped from its regular meeting by a larger event or organization.

After a lively discussion, the Board directed Program Chair Brian Lockwood to
investigate having the May meeting at the Engineers Club as a field trip, to explore
such ins and outs as parking in Mount Vernon, whether to use the Light Rail (two
blocks west), and what the Club management can really promise.  

What do you think?  Would some change persuade you to come to more meetings
than you do now?  Call Todd at 410-561-3185 (fax 410-561-0448), or Edna
Heatherington at 410-265-6100 (email eheatherington@jpaengs.com, fax 410-298-
9820) to express your opinion.



March Anniversaries

Robert C. Arrington  (4) J. Patrick Feeley  (5)
James W. Boyce  (11) Christopher J. Heffernan  (1)
Theother C. Clark  (4) Neal Kitt  (8)
David Copley  (12) John M. Lister  (10)
John A. D'Annunzio  (4) Brian E. Lockwood  (1)
Ridge Dixon  (17) Charles L. Novak  (10)
Robert Esposito  (1) John Sedita  (8)
James B. Fallows  (4) George B. Shannon  (4)

Ralph N. Taylor  (12)

Calendar Of Events
March

12. . . . Baltimore Chapter open Board and General

Meeting.  The Program:  Everything You

Wanted to Know About Waterproofing, but

Were Afraid to Ask.

19. . . . Engineering Society of Baltimore Speaker Series. 

Ed Hale, CEO of Mariner Bank, will discuss

Banking on Banking. 11 W est Mount Vernon

Place.  Call 410-539-6914 for reservations.

April

April is CSI Awareness Month

4. . . . . CSI Certification Examinations.

9. . . . . Baltimore Chapter open Board and General

Meeting.  The Program:  Hot-Dip Galvanizing: 

How the ASTM Standards Have Changed in

the Last Couple of Years.

16. . . . Engineering Society of Baltimore Speaker Series. 

Jack Loizeaux of Controlled Demolition, will

discuss The Success of Destruction. 11 W est

Mount Vernon Place.  Call 410-539-6914 for

reservations.

May

14. . . . Baltimore Chapter open Board and General

Meeting.

21. . . . Engineering Society of Baltimore Speaker Series. 

Elijah Cummings of US House of

Representatives, will discuss Baltimore and the

Nation. 11 W est Mount Vernon Place.  Call

410-539-6914 for reservations.
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