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Meeting Details

Place:
Club 4100
4118 4th Street
Brooklyn, Maryland

Thursday, February 11, 1999

4:30 Board Meeting
5:30 Attitude Adjustment
6:30 Dinner
7:30 Program

 Make your reservation
before Noon, Tuesday,

 February 9, 1999.
 Chapter notifies the Club
of reservation quantity on 

 Tuesday afternoon.

Call Stacey or Joanne at

Rubeling Associates

410-337-2886

Cost:  $23 per person
Payment due for

reservations made.

Make checks payable in the
exact amount to

" Baltimore Chapter CSI "

 Limited quantity of late
reservations available at the

 INCREASED Cost
 of $25 each.

FEBRUARY 11TH'S PROGRAM

Construction Law Update

Interpretations and judgements constantly cause the law to
evolve.  How do you stay aware of changes in the law which
affect your business?

You can consult with your attorney, or attend the February
Chapter meeting, where Mitch Kearney and Eliot Wagonheim,
partners in the firm of Brown Diffenderffer Wagonheim &
Kearney, will summarize the significant changes most likely
to affect designers, contractors, owners, manufacturers, and
suppliers.  The presentation will address issues of design
liability, construction defects, bonds, mechanics liens,
insurance, and employment law.

What issues or topics are important to you?  Write down your
questions now, and arrive prepared to learn about the issues
of greatest importance to you!

March 11th's Program

It is expected to be the primary means of delivering projects to Owners
after the millennium changes.  Learn more about this process whose
use is growing rapidly.  Join us as Tanya Matthews, of Dewberry &
Davis, will give a presentation on Design-Build.

The Construction Specifications Institute is an international non-profit technical organization dedicated to the advancement of construction technology through

communication, education, research, and service.  For information about Baltimore Chapter CSI, call Chapter Membership Chair, Heather Kolar at 410-990-0543.
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Board Members
 

Officers
 

President Cindy Nunn 301-421-1633
1st V.P. Phil Brubaker 410-922-7503
2nd V.P. Helen Jeffery 410-528-8600
Secretary Edna Heatherington 410-265-6100
Treasurer Paul Harbison 301-577-9408
Past Pres. Todd Guntner 410-234-3600
 

Directors
 

FY 98-99 Al Broughton 410-252-6107
FY 98-99 Robert Fritzsche 410-665-4135
FY 98-99 George Shannon 410-467-8600
FY 98-99 Rodney Meyers 410-560-0741
FY 99-00 Howard Garrett 410-512-4575
FY 99-00 Art Mayne 410-633-6500
FY 99-00 Charles Wise 410-792-4282
 

Committee Chairs
 

Awards Paul Gentner 301-380-7035
Certification Marty Janka 410-433-4600
Education Helen Jeffery 410-528-8600
Elec Comm Jim Green 410-666-1886
Finance Paul Harbison 301-577-9408
Handbook Scott Sider 410-234-0900
House Mitch Nelson 410-337-2886
Membership Heather Kolar 410-990-0543
Newsletter Scott Sider 410-234-0900
Product Exhibit Cary Sonneborn 410-256-6335
Program Randy Keck 410-792-2049
Technical Robert Fritzsche 410-665-4135
 

Call the Chapter Hotline
410-669-8681

for information about Chapter
events and activities.

 

www.baltimorecsi.org
 

Editorial Policy Notice
 

The Constellation acts as a moderator

without approving, d isapproving, or

guaranteeing the validity or accuracy of any

data, claim or opinion appearing under a

byline or obtained or quoted from an

acknowledged source.
 

The opinions expressed by authors do not

necessarily reflect the official views of the

Baltimore Chapter CSI or The Construction

Specifications Institute.
 

Editorial deadline is the second Friday of

each month.

President's Message
I hope everyone enjoyed the Holiday Season of 1998 as fast as
it came and went.  We are now in the thrust of a brand new year.
Winter has definitely arrived in Baltimore.  The monthly meeting
in January was held in spite of "OLD MAN WINTER" and his ice
storms.  In fact we had a considerably good turn out for the
Education program given by Helen Jeffrey, CCS, CCCA, of
RTKL Associates, Inc.

Helen weekly teaches the Professional Development/
Certification Series given Tuesday evenings from January 5
through March 23, 1999, focusing on the CSI's Manual of
Practice.  The seminar series prepares professionals for the CSI
Certification Exams that can boost your career and its path or
personal growth.  Helen was able to bring out the teacher in all
of  us who attended.  The Zen of Teaching adults was surprising
and I believe she was able to trick us into writing some new
techniques for her teaching plan for the Certification Seminar
series.  The program was interactive and a lot of fun for those
who braved the winter elements. 

The Baltimore Chapter of CSI usually dedicates the month of
January as our "Education" month.  In actuality all the months of
the year regarding CSI are educational.  There is not a month,
nor day that goes by that I don't feel as though I have learned
something new.  Every time I attend a pre-bid meeting, progress
meeting, or meet with architects, engineers, or contractors, I
learn something new.  With the fast pace of computer technology
and constantly changing software (and let's not forget the
Internet).  I feel as though I will never know everything there is to
know but if I do not keep up, I will be left behind in the dust.

Speaking of keeping up, our February program will focus on new
legal issues, another ever-changing forum.  Litigation seems to
be in the news more now than ever.  Please try to come to
February's meeting to find out the latest information regarding
construction and the law.  Every one of us in the construction
field could be affected by changes we may not be aware of.
Don't be left in the dust.  As Will Rogers once said, "Even if
you're on the right track, you'll get run over if you just sit there."

Cindy Nunn, CSI
Chapter President
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Handbook
 

Did you get your copy?  You should have.  If

you didn't, contact Heather Kolar at

410-990-0543 for a copy.
 

Did you check your listing?  Is everything

correct?  If not, call Mary Bailey at 800-689-

2900, extension 724, (mbailey@csinet.org) to

get it corrected.  Handbook listings reflect the

Institute's records as of October 31, 1998.
 
 

Christmas in April
 

George Shannon is organizing a CSI team to

participate in Christmas in April.  On

Saturday, April 24, 1999, teams will work on

individual homes in Shipley Hill in Baltimore

City and Hillendale in Baltimore County to

complete in one day the work that each

house captain has planned for an individual

home.  
 

Doing this work together is one of the best

ways to develop meaningful and long-lasting

relationships with your CSI colleagues.

Doing construction work for one spring day is

a great experience!  Call George at Marks

Thomas, 410-467-8600, and join the team. 
 
 

Plan to Participate

In Leadership

Orientation Seminars
 

The Baltimore Chapter is part of the Middle

Atlantic Region of CSI.  Two region meetings

are held each fiscal year, the fall Region

Conference (next fall to be in Colonial

W illiamsburg) and the spring Leadership

Orientation Seminars (LOS).  For many

years, LOS has been held at the Turf Valley

Resort, just west of Baltimore.  This year, it

will be at the Holiday Inn in Frederick,

Maryland, on Saturday, April 17, 1999.

Region Board meeting is on Friday, April 16,

1999.
 

Officers, directors, and committee chairs of

chapters are invited to get together in

seminars to learn about their positions and

talk with one another about shared

experiences of managing chapters and

chapter programs.  More information will

appear in the March and April Constellations.

Mark the date on your calendar.  The

Chapter will pay the registration fee for those

who are preregistered.
 

1999 Product Exhibition
Baltimore Chapter

Construction Specifications Institute

 21st Floor — Baltimore World Trade Center
 Wednesday, March 24, 1999;  1 p.m. to 7 p.m.

 

Continuing Education Seminars
Hands-On Demonstrations

 

Limited Quantity of Spaces Remain for Exhibitors!
 $400 per space for CSI Members
$450 per space for Non-Members

Contact
Cary Sonneborn, CSI

410-256-6335
3763 Foxford Stream Road

Baltimore, MN  21236
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Geography
For those of you attending the Chapter's Meeting
at the Club 4100, here is our map:

For those of you attending the Professional
Development / Certification Seminar Series,
here is a map to James Posey Associates. 
Their building is tan colored brick with a fenced
parking lot.  Building entrance is along the side
of the building: 

Board Meeting Highlights
Meeting of January 7, 1999

As freezing rain continued into the afternoon, House Chair Mitch Nelson
got some cancellations, and had a conference with our hosts at Club 4100
to try to guess how many people would get to the meeting.  Temperatures
were predicted to remain close to freezing, and main roads were in good
condition, so the meeting was not canceled.  The Board did not reach a
quorum, and President Cindy Nunn was late, but those present proceeded
with a normal agenda to exchange information.

Paul Gentner reported that he had received one nomination for an Institute
award, but the nominator had not prepared the information that is required.
These nominations need to be formally prepared, voted on by the Chapter
Board, and submitted before February 1, 1999.  Nominations for Region
awards are due before the end of June.  

Electronic Communication Chair James Green reported that his son Gary
had helped him use Adobe Acrobat and guide Constellation editor Scott
Sider to convert the Constellation electronic files in such a way that the
Constellation can now be downloaded from the Chapter web site and
appear the same as the printed version.

Helen Jeffery reported that nineteen students are taking the Professional
Development seminars.  The location will continue to be the offices of
James Posey Associates.  

National Convention Host Committee Chair Richard Weatherby submitted
his final report.  The Committee and volunteers did a wonderful job, and
the Chapter can be proud of how we participated in the Convention.  The
golf tournament, organized by Bob Rosenbaum, Sr., was a great success
and earned the Chapter more money than was spent on Convention
activities.  However, there have been problems communicating with
Institute staff about several matters, including the results of the pre-
convention tours, photographs taken during the Convention, the
anniversary cake, and the sale of 50th Anniversary mementos.  Dick will
write a letter to Institute President Ken Guthrie and Institute Directors
suggesting better liaison.

Edna Heatherington, CSI, CCS
Chapter Secretary

Todd Guntner has joined Design Coatings of Pennsylvania, as the Baltimore,

W ashington, and Northern Virginia representative for Tnemec Coatings.  Todd will

also be representing Rohalith floor coatings, Ashford Formula concrete treatment,

and Pyrok gypsum and cementitious wall and ceiling coatings.
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Nominations for
Chapter Officers
and Directors

You still have time to nominate
someone or volunteer for a position
as a Chapter Officer or Director. 
Don Lopez, Nominating Committee
Chair, is developing a slate of
candidates with assistance from
Past President Todd Guntner and
First Vice-President Phil Brubaker. 
If you are interested in serving as a
Chapter Officer or Director, contact
Don Lopez at 410-254-9565 by
February 11, 1999.

In March, the Nominating
Committee will present the slate of
Officers and Directors to the Board
of Directors and to the membership
attending the March Chapter
meeting.   In April, the Committee
will prepare a ballot, which will

appear in the April Constellation,
with at least one name for each
Officer and Director.  A space will be
provided on the ballot for write-in-
votes for each nominated Officer
and Director.  Election results must
be reported to the Institute and
Region by the end of April.  

Engineers Week
Engineers W eek 1999 is February 21

to 27.  Engineers will be making

presentations at schools and staging

special exhibits.  Your children may

meet an engineer at school or be

invited to join an Engineer-for-a-day

program.  The general goals are not

only to inform the public of the work of

engineers, and students of

opportunities in engineering, but also

to promote math, science, and

technology literacy.  

Finding Your Inner Teacher
 

The Professional Development Seminars have started, with as many students as the
James Posey Associates conference room can hold.  Classes meet every week until the
end of March.  Certification examinations will take place on Saturday, March 27, 1999. 
 

Education Chair Helen Jeffery, CCS, CCCA, who organizes the series.  Helen teaches
many sessions with other volunteers who have passed one or more exams.  Noting that
most of the teachers are from the design professions, Helen planned the Education
Committee's January Chapter Meeting program to encourage members from every corner
of the construction industry to develop their teaching talents.  
 

At the meeting, each table of attendees exchanged experiences of teaching methods.  Bob
Rosenbaum told of coaching little league basketball, where one of the lessons was really
for the parents:  Every kid got to play equally, because the goal wasn't so much to win as
to develop the children's skills.  Another attendee remembered as a child at St. Rose of
Lima, he was selected by the Sister to pass the alms basin.  When she commanded him
to genuflect, he froze, unfamiliar with the word.  After repeating her command three times,
she told him, "Kneel!"  "If you're gonna play the game, know the terminology," he said. 
 

In another exercise, participatory methods for teaching construction contracting principles
were developed.  A matching game to learn difficult words and phrases was identified by
the listeners as a version of Yahtzee™, or craps.  Another method was a job site
demonstration, getting architects together to have breakfast and hear about it, then
crossing the street to the project site to watch the work being done.  Getting a building
permit began to look like a game called Chutes and Ladders™.  The suggestion to take
inexperienced design professionals to a prebid conference led to someone suggesting that
seeing a construction law case argued in court would be "almost the same thing."  
 

Helen pointed out to us that what she was doing was getting the students to teach the
class, and encouraged members who have not thought of themselves as teachers to
consider the subjects listed in the seminar syllabus published in the January Constellation
and come up with a creative way of teaching one of them.

1999 Professional Development / Certification Seminars
Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

  

Week 5—February 2 — Construction Documents
Construction Documents; Specifications and Drawings; Product Selection;

Product Representation; Warranties and Guarantees
 

  Week 6—February 9 — Construction Documents
Organization and Formats; Documents Preparation; Division 1 Concepts

 

 Week 7—February 16 — Construction Documents
Specification Techniques; Procurement & Federal Project Specifying

 

 Week 8—February 23 — Construction Documents
Specification Writing; Production Techniques

 

Week 9—March 2 — Bidding Documents and Requirements
Bidding Documents and Requirements; Addenda

 

Week 10—March 9 — Construction Contract Administration
Preconstruction Activities; Substitution Procedures; Construction Phase Activities; Submittals; Meetings;

Observations; Interpretation of Documents
 

Week 11—March16 — Construction Contract Administration
Construction Phase Activities; Time; Contract Modification Procedures

Claims and Disputes; Measurement and Payment; Quality; Project Closeout
 

Week 12—March 23
Mock exams; Wrap-up

 

CSI Certification Exams
 Saturday, March 27, 1999; Baltimore location to be announce

 



February Anniversaries

Robert C. Arrington (5) John G. Higgins (1)
James W. Boyce (12) Neal Kitt (9)
Edward Brennan (1) John M. Lister (11)
Theother C. Clark (5) Brian E. Lockwood (2)
David Copley (13) Carolyn Norris (1)
John A. D'Annunzio (5) Charles L. Novak (11)
W. Ridgely Dixon (18) Harry Parker (1)
Robert Esposito (2) C.J. Roberts (1)
James B. Fallows (5) John Sedita (2)
J. Patrick Feeley (6) George B. Shannon (5)
Robin S. Godfrey (1) Ralph N. Taylor (13)
Christopher J. Heffernan (2) Tom Wharton (1)

Welcome New Members

George Bisignani, CSI Brian Piccolo, CSI
Jerome J. Parks, CSI Ty Stinson, CSI

Calendar Of Events
February

11. . . . . Baltimore Chapter open Board and General Meeting. 
Program:  Mitch Kearney will discuss Construction
Law Update

21 to 27. National Engineers Week.  For more information,
access at http//:www.eweek.org

March
March is CSI Awareness Month

11. . . . . Baltimore Chapter open Board and General Meeting. 
Program:  Design-Build, a presentation by Tanya
Matthes of Dewberry & Davis.

24. . . . . Baltimore Chapter CSI Product Exhibition at Baltimore's
World Trade Center.

27. . . . . CDT, CCS, CCPR, and CCCA Certification
Examinations

April
8. . . . . . Baltimore Chapter open Board and General Meeting. 

Program:  To be announced.
16 to 17. Leadership Orientation Seminars at the Holiday Inn in

Frederick, Maryland.
24. . . . . Christmas in April.  Contact George Shannon at Marks

Thomas Associates at 410-467-8600, and join the
team.

28. . . . . DC Metro Chapter's Product Exposition; 1:00 to 8:00
p.m. at Catholic University of America’s Caldwell
Hall.  For exhibition registration, call Linda Hartman
at 301-559-9196 or Bill Rains at 301-937-4700

THE CONSTELLATION
Baltimore Chapter
Construction Specifications Institute
c/o 397 Phirne Road
Glen Burnie, MD  21061-4637

FIRST CLASS MAIL
POSTMASTER:  ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED


