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Meeting Details

Place:
Club 4100
4118 4th Street
Brooklyn, Maryland

Thursday December 11, 1997

4:30 Board Meeting
5:30 Attitude Adjustment
6:30 Dinner
7:30 Program

 Make your reservation
before Noon, Tuesday,

 December 9, 1997.
 Chapter notifies the Club
of reservation quantity on 

 Tuesday afternoon.

Call Kellie Boteler at

 James Posey Associates

410-265-6100

Cost:  $23 per person
Payment due for

reservations made.

Make checks payable in the
exact amount to

" Baltimore Chapter CSI "
 Limited quantity of late

reservations available at the
 INCREASED Cost

 of $25 each.

DECEMBER 11TH'S PROGRAM

CSI's Uniform Drawing System

Helen B. Jeffery, Chair of the Chapter's Education
Committee will moderate an open discussion of CSI's
Uniform Drawing System.

The first three modules of CSI’s Uniform Drawing System
(UDS) became available in the summer of 1997 with the
teaser: “Like MasterFormat did for written construction
documents, UDS is about to bring the same sense of order
to construction drawings.”  Bring your opinions on drawings
issues to the meeting.   In particular, we want to know from
you, “Have computers changed the rules?” 

There will also be a preview of the Chapter's Professional
Development/Certification Seminar Series, focusing on
construction drawings, and an opportunity to sign up for the
series.  But even those not taking the seminars will be
interested in the evening’s discussion on drawings and the
UDS. 

JANUARY 8TH'S PROGRAM

Join us as Monica Schultes, Executive Director of the Mid-Atlantic
Precast Association, discusses precast concrete products and the
activities of the Precast-Prestressed Concrete Institute.

The Construction Specifications Institute is an international non-profit technical organization dedicated to the advancement of construction technology through

communication, education, research, and service.  For information about Baltimore Chapter CSI, call Chapter Membership Chair, Rod Anderson at  410-997-1000.
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Board Members

Officers

President Todd Guntner 800-876-0448
1st V.P. Cindy Nunn 410-792-0410
2nd V.P. Phil Brubaker 410-922-7503
Secretary Helen Jeffery 410-528-8600
Treasurer Paul Harbison 301-577-9408
Past Pres. Edna Heatherington 410-265-6100

Directors

FY 97 - 98 Randy Keck 301-776-6591
FY 97 - 98 Nancy Benassi 410-347-8500
FY 97 - 98 Robert Rosenbaum 703-356-0556
FY 98 Howard Garrett 410-512-4575
FY 98-99 Al Broughton 410-252-6107
FY 98-99 Robert Fritsche 410-665-4135
FY 98-99 Rodney Meyers 410-560-0741
FY 98-99 George B. Shannon 410-467-8600

Committee Chairs

Awards Paul Gentner 410-576-1329
Certification Marty Janka 410-433-4600
Convention '98 Dick Weatherby 410-539-2080
Education Helen Jeffery 410-528-8600
Elec Comm Jim Green 410-666-1886
Finance Paul Harbison 301-577-9408
Handbook Scott Sider 410-234-0900
House Charles Wise 410-792-4282
Membership Rod Anderson 410-997-1000
Newsletter Scott Sider 410-234-0900
Program Brian Lockwood 410-766-0550
Technical George Evans 410-532-9386

Call the Chapter Hotline
410-669-8681

for information about Chapter
events and activities.

www.baltimorecsi.org

Editorial Policy Notice
 

The Constellation acts as a moderator without
approving, disapproving, or guaranteeing the
validity or accuracy of any data, claim or opinion
appearing under a byline or obtained or quoted
from an acknowledged source.
 

The opinions expressed by authors do not
necessarily reflect the official views of the
Baltimore Chapter CSI or The Construction
Specifications Institute.
 

Editorial deadline is the second Friday of each
month.

President's Message

At the November Meeting, Jerry Carrier's presentation on preventing
cracks in brickwork stirred interesting and challenging responses from
the audience, which he handled with technical expertise and savvy.
One of his major points was that the change to brick veneer
construction requires greater design emphasis on the frequency and
placing of expansion joints.

Edna Heatherington succeeded in placing a notice of the meeting in
the Sun's "Business Calendar," as a result of which Larry Warren of
Paul Davis Systems of Baltimore attended.

Middle Atlantic Region Conference was eventful and a source of
information.  The Institute will start a "Green Building" task team.  The
1998 CCS exam will be completely "machine-gradable".  New bylaws
for Student Affiliate Chapters have been established and should be
available in January 1998.  The Institute is trying to attract more
professionals to outreach educational seminars.  And, the Crayola
Factory tour brought out the kid in everybody!

CSI is the lead sponsor of National Engineers Week,  February 22 to
28, 1998.  See the article on page 7 of your November NewsDigest.
If you are interested in leading an event, contact me for details.

Leadership Orientation Seminars (LOS), the second Region gathering
of FY98, will be held at Turf Valley Country Club on April 17 and 18.
Look for program information in February and March.  The Region is
considering a new location for LOS after 1999—possibly in Frederick,
Maryland.

The 12-week Professional Development Seminars will start on
Tuesday, January 6, 1998.  I encourage you to take the course and
bring a colleague.  Remember that non-members as well as members
are welcome, and you can take it to learn about construction contracts
and specifications whether or not you plan to take a certification exam.

Please join us at the December meeting, and bring a colleague or
business associate.  The Education Committee’s presentation on the
Uniform Drawing System (UDS) will be a sneak preview of the
Professional Development Seminars.  See you there!

Todd Guntner, CSI
Chapter President
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Standard Construction Contract Forms and General Conditions
by Helen B. Jeffery, CSI, CCCA

If you are registered for the Baltimore Chapter Professional Development Series, or are  thinking of registering,
you are asked to purchase and study from some standard construction contract documents.  We have received
some calls requesting guidance in this area:  “Which documents should I purchase and what are they anyway?”

By far the two most common sets of standardized documents for private construction projects are the AIA
series, published by the American Institute of Architects (AIA), and the Engineers Joint Contract Documents
Committee (EJCDC)series, published by the National Society of Professional Engineers (NSPE).  The standard 

contract forms of the AIA and EJCDC address three contractual relationships:  Owner-Contractor, Owner-
Design Professional, and Design Professional-Consultant.  Within these families of relationships are a great
number of published forms, and this is in keeping with the current variety of construction project delivery modes.
The CSI seminar series and exams focus predominantly on the Owner-Contractor relationship, and support
either the AIA or  EJCDC series of documents without preferring one over the other.

AIA or EJCDC forms that have been standardized for the Owner-Contractor relationship currently include
Stipulated Price, Cost-Plus-Fee, Design-Bid-Build, Construction Management, and other project delivery modes.
 For those coming to the seminar series to gain basic knowledge and for those preparing for CSI's CDT exam,
the Stipulated Price form of agreement is the focus of discussion.  Two documents are required as CSI
reference material:  an Owner-Contractor agreement form for a stipulated-sum contract, and the standard
General Conditions of such a contract.  For more advanced seminar attendees, familiarity with other Owner-
Contractor forms is encouraged.  

At your office you may be pointed towards project documentation that uses neither AIA nor EJCDC documents.
While these two are the most common documents for private projects, as mentioned above, many public
projects use documents that have been standardized by a particular government agency.  Federal requirements
you may observe in your particular work environment could include the Navy’s NAVFAC documents,  the
Department of Veterans Affairs Design and Construction Standards, or those of other federal agencies.

You may also come across some less-common contracts such as client-generated contract forms or forms
generated as your own office’s standards, or even non-standard custom-written documents.  The CSI exams
are not based on how many different ways you can prepare construction documents.  The CSI Professional
Development Series and Certification Exams reference the requirements captured by the AIA and EJCDC
documents.

The two EJCDC documents are:
Owner-Contractor Agreement:  Stipulated Price  1910-8-A-1.
Standard General Conditions 1910-8.

The two AIA documents are:
A101 Standard Form of Agreement Between Owner and Contractor, Stipulated Sum.
A201 General Conditions of the Contract for Construction.

To order EJCDC documents, contact: To order AIA documents, contact:
NSPE Product Fulfillment American Institute of Architects
P.O. Box 1020 1735 New York Avenue, NW
Sewickley, PA 15143-1020 Washington, DC, 20006
800-417-0348 800-365-ARCH
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Geography
For those of you attending the Chapter's
Meeting at the Club 4100, here is our
map:

For those of you who planning to attend
the Professional Development /
Certification Seminar Series, here is a
map:

Name Changes

Remember Johns Manville Corporation? 
In the 1980's Johns Manville Corporation
became Manville Corporation, then it
became Schuller Corporation in the early
1990's.  The name was changed this past
summer to:  Johns Manville Corporation.

Board Meeting Highlights
Meeting of November 13,1997

The Convention Host Chapter Committee continues to plan for the National

Convention’s arrival in Baltimore in June 1998.  A golf outing at Turf Valley Country

Club is being arranged by Bob Rosenbaum.  There is ongoing planning and

discussion of commemorative items, souvenir mementoes, and fund raising items

and activities.  The electronic committee and convention committee will pursue

linking the Baltimore Chapter’s new web page with CSI’s national web page for

convention information.  BALTIMORECSI.ORG is the address of our new web

page; the national page is CSINET.ORG.  
 

The Education committee has been extremely busy planning for the Professional

development seminar series, which runs from January to March, 1988.  A

presentation of this series will be made by the committee at the December dinner

meeting.  That evening’s program will also introduce a new CSI publication, the

Uniform Drawing System.  A seminar jointly offered by the Baltimore Chapters of

the CSI, AIA, and AW I on the AW I’s revisions to its Quality Standards has “sold

out” with 50 people signed up as of this writing.  The location of this four-hour

workshop had to be moved from RTKL’s conference room to a seminar room at

Catonsville Community College.  W e are grateful to two sponsors:  Rolf Sorg, Inc.

a local Baltimore architectural woodwork firm and Nevamar Corp.  Their

contributions will pay for the change of venue and for refreshments during the

seminar.  
 

Carol Community College may be the site of a Student Affiliate Chapter of the CSI.

Phil Brubaker is working through the newly revised CSI literature to initiate this

group.  
  

George Shannon will soon be gearing up a CSI team for “Christmas in April” which

will be held on April 25 1988.  Anyone interested in volunteering for this national

home-repair Saturday  should contact him.  This program serves to improve the

safety and security of homeowners who might otherwise become homeless.  
 

Helen Jeffery, CSI, CCCA

Chapter Secretary

The Best Chapter Meetings In the Region

The Baltimore Chapter has good programs, but many members especially value

our networking hour and the bountiful and delicious food at Club 4100.  The

atmosphere is always animated and welcoming, and the Membership Committee

is making a renewed effort this year to greet new or recent members and introduce

them around.

If you have special needs or different tastes, Club 4100 can accommodate you. it

you want a vegetarian meal, just mention it when you make your reservation.  If

you have other special needs, Charlie W ise, House Chair, will help make

arrangements for you.
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Get on Board!

Members of corporation boards make
corporate decisions, set corporate policy,
and network at the highest levels of
American business.  But these are not
positions you find advertised in the
newspaper employment pages.  How do
you get there?

Catalyst, an organization which works to
improve the positions of women in the
workplace, suggests these qualifications for
women who might be recruited to serve on
corporate boards of major companies:
• Your experience in your business

inc ludes p ro f i t  and loss
responsibil i t ies ; supervisory
responsibilities; experience in
m a r k e t i n g ,  f i n a n c e ,  o r
environmental or international
business; turn-around and work-out
experience; special background
such as science or engineering.

• You are a CEO, COO, CFO, EVP, or
SVP.

• You have started your own successful
company which has grown,
developed a unique product or
service, developed a strong
marketing program, and is
recognized in your industry.

• You have other board experience.

Non-profit board experience is "other board
experience." The CSI Chapter Board has
responsibilities like those of a business.
Participating on a board and as an officer,
you learn how bylaws work, how a corporate
year has to be planned and managed, and
how to prepare for and manage meetings.
You participate in making policy decisions
for the chapter.  If you move on to be active
at the Region and Institute levels, you gain
experience in the larger and more complex
organization.  This is valuable business
experience, and part of the foundation of
your career in American business.

Think about making the most of your
experience.  If you are not participating at
the level of officer, director, or committee
chair, consider how these activities add to
your general knowledge and experience,
and your resume.  This month, Don Lopez
will begin developing the list of nominees for
the Chapter's next fiscal year (FY99).

Convention '98 Update

June 1998 Is Closer Than You Think

W hen the Baltimore Chapter closed its booth at the Orlando Convention last

summer, received the Panic W histle, and finished the presentation to the Annual

Meeting, much of the work was accomplished.  W hat tasks and opportunities lie

ahead?

Electronics Committee chair James Green is working on details of the Chapter

web site and its links with the Baltimore Convention and Visitors Association's web

site and the Institute's web site.  James is also chair of the Credentials Committee

for the 1998 Convention, and will be recruiting members from the Region to staff

the Credentials booth.  This is a great opportunity to meet people from all over the

country.

The Chapter will have a booth at the Convention, where we can help visitors find

the things they will most enjoy in the city and region, and present what we think

they ought to know.  W hat would you like to communicate to your fellow suppliers,

subcontractors, consulting engineers, architects, specifiers, product

representatives, construction managers, contractors, construction law lawyers,

facility managers, and building owners from all over the United States?  Help the

Chapter staff the booth and supply it with informational materials that will be useful

and helpful to convention attendees.

This Convention is also the 50th Anniversary of CSI's incorporation here in

Baltimore.  Marty Janka is preparing historical displays and information.

W e have an opportunity to present our community and region to a large public of

our colleagues in the construction industry.  W hat do you want to say?  Take this

opportunity and make the most of it.

Richard W eatherby, FCSI, CCS, CCCA

Convention 98 Committee Chair

Specifications are Written in English

At the program on October 9, Michael King of Arcom described how MasterSpec

is created and told us about recent changes in operations.  One of the changes

has been hiring copy editors, people whose background is in writing English.  "A

humbling experience," Mike said.  "There are no special grammar rules for

specifications....  It has to make sense to [the copy editors]."  The copy editors ask

the specifiers to explain what they mean, and point out where that is not what the

text says.

Specifications must be interpreted by all the users—owners, contractors,

subcontractors, suppliers, and administrators.  They serve their purpose only to

the extent that they mean the same thing to every participant in the construction

contract. W hen they enter litigation, they must be interpreted by people who know

nothing of construction—lawyers, judges, and juries.  Everyone who participates

in construction contracts will benefit from improving her or his skill in general

reading and writing.  As most of us know, this is also a most valuable general

business skill.



December Anniversaries
 

Alan Ackerman (1) Richard Lippy (2)

Nicholas Aquino (11) Art Mayne (12)

George Balog (3) Marjorie McCormick (4)

George Bisignani (2) James Morrison (2)

James Carroll (1) Cynthia Nunn (7)

David Carswell (1) Jide Johnson Oyawale (1)

Christine Columbo (3) Monica Schultes (2)

Stephen Dlugos (1) Joseph Shuffleton (2)

Marie Giguere (4) Guy Vannoy (3)

Edna Heatherington (19) Richard W agner (4)

Peter Jardieu (2) Robert W eckesser (1)

Steve Kisielnicki (3) Robert W illiams (2)

Calendar of Events
December

1. . . . . . . Filing deadline for CDT, CCS, CCPR, and CCCA Certification
Examinations to be held on April 4, 1998.

1. . . . . . . AWI Architectural Woodwork Quality Standards, 7th Edition,
seminar.

11. . . . . . Baltimore Chapter open Board and General Meeting.  The
Program: Tile Failures:  Why They Happen.

16. . . . . . Baltimore Chapter of the Associated Builders and Contractors
offers a Seminar on the 1997 edition of the AIA General
Conditions of the Contract for Construction.  Call 410-433-
3307 for information and reservations.

19. . . . . . Engineering Society of Baltimore Speaker Series.  A.B. "Buzz"
Krongard, CEO of Alex Brown & Sons, will discuss The
Financial World from Baltimore's Perspective.  11 West
Mount Vernon Place.  Call 410-539-6914 for reservations.

January
6. . . . . . . Professional Development/Certification Seminars begin
8. . . . . . . Baltimore Chapter open Board and General Meeting.  The

Program:  Precast Concrete Products.
19. . . . . . Engineering Society of Baltimore Speaker Series.  James

Brady, Maryland Secretary of Economic Development, will
discuss Maryland's Economic Future.  11 West Mount
Vernon Place.  Call 410-539-6914 for reservations.

February
12. . . . . . Baltimore Chapter open Board and General Meeting. The

Program:  Tile Failures and Why They Happen.
19. . . . . . Engineering Society of Baltimore Speaker Series.  Harold

Adams, CEO of RTKL Associates, will discuss Trends in
Engineering, Architecture, and Design.  11 West Mount
Vernon Place.  Call 410-539-6914 for reservations.

22 to 28.. Engineers Week.

March
12. . . . . . Baltimore Chapter open Board and General Meeting.
19. . . . . . Engineering Society of Baltimore Speaker Series.  Ed Hale,

CEO of Mariner Bank, will discuss Banking on Banking.
11 West Mount Vernon Place.  Call 410-539-6914 for
reservations.

April
4. . . . . . . CSI Certification Examinations.
9. . . . . . . Baltimore Chapter open Board and General Meeting.
16. . . . . . Engineering Society of Baltimore Speaker Series.  Jack

Loizeaux of Controlled Demolition, will discuss The
Success of Destruction. 11 West Mount Vernon Place. 
Call 410-539-6914 for reservations.

THE CONSTELLATION
Baltimore Chapter
Construction Specifications Institute
c/o 397 Phirne Road
Glen Burnie, MD  21061-4637

FIRST CLASS MAIL
POSTMASTER:  ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED


