
Knowledge for Creating
and Sustaining

the Built Environment
September 2007

THE

CONSTELLATION
Newsletter of the Baltimore Chapter
Construction Specifications Institute

Volume 47, Issue 3

Meeting Details

Place
The Admiral Fell Inn
888 South Broadway
Baltimore, Maryland
 

Thursday, September 13, '07

4:30 Board Meeting
5:30 Attitude Adjustment
6:30 Dinner
7:30 Program
 

 Make your reservation
before Noon, Tuesday,
September 11, 2007.

 Chapter notifies the Inn of
reservation number on 

 Tuesday afternoon.
 

Call Steve Evans at
Carboline

410-916-1910
or email at

carbolinebaltimore@comcast.net 
 

Cost:  $35 per person
Payment due for

reservations made.
 

Make checks payable in the
exact amount to

" Baltimore Chapter CSI "
 Late reservations are not

available.
 

See page 3 for the Chapter's
reservations policies

September 13TH'S PROGRAM

Automating
Specification Production

When you produce specifications are you still marking up
paper for another person to perform word processing?  Want
to know of some ways to efficiently do the mark-ups
electronically in the documents?  Is your specification
production time optimized?  Of the time in your specification
production budget, are you minimizing your production time
so you can maximize your research and decision making?
Are you using all of the tools available in your word
processing software?  How about the tools from your
specification library's subscription service?

Join us as our Education Committee Chair, Scott Sider,
describes and demonstrates some practical and sophisticated
tools and techniques for your specification production efforts.

As an added extra in September, we will honor our volunteers
with presentation of the Chapter's Awards.

October's Program
HVAC versus Whole Building Commissioning — What is the Difference?
Join us as Paul Tseng of Advanced Building Performance of Potomac,
Maryland explains.

The Construction Specifications Institute is an international non-profit technical organization dedicated to the advancement of construction technology through communication,

education, research, and service.  For information about Baltimore Chapter CSI, call Chapter Membership Chair, Susan Raneri, at 443-794-1233 sraneri@usg.com

mailto:carbolinebaltimore@comcast.net%20
mailto:sraneri@usg.com
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Board Members

Officers

President Marvin Kemp 410-685-6655

1st V.P. Sarah Caldwell 410-290-2016

2nd V.P. Robert Fritzsche 410-665-4135

Secretary Edna Heatherington 410-265-6100

Treasurer Steven Evans 410-916-1910

Past Pres. Rod Anderson 410-997-1000

Directors

FY 07-08 John Hugendubler 410-265-6100

FY 07-08 Tom Mikell 202-857-8300

FY 08 Scott Sider 410-234-0900

FY 08-09 Tim Corbett 410-965-4865

FY 08-09 Charles Greenland 410-347-8500

FY 08-09 Todd Skopic 410-489-6216

FY 08-09 Liz Stone 443-866-6690

Committee Chairs

Academic Affr Todd Guntner 410-234-3600

Awards Todd Skopic 410-489-6216

Certification Robert Fritzsche 410-665-4135

Education Scott Sider 410-234-0900

Elec Comm Marvin Kemp 410-685-6655

Finance Steven Evans 410-916-1910

Handbook Scott Sider 410-234-0900

House Steven Evans 410-916-1910

Membership Susan Raneri 443-794-1233

Newsletter Scott Sider 410-234-0900

Nominations Rod Anderson 410-997-1000

Planning Liz Stone 443-866-6690

Program Tim Corbett 410-965-4865

Technical Ken Hercenberg 410-370-2642

Tellers Scott Sider 410-234-0900

Check the Chapter Website
www,csibaltimore.org

for information about Chapter
events and activities.

Editorial Policy Notice
 

The Constellation acts as a moderator without
approving, disapproving, or guaranteeing the
validity or accuracy of any data, claim or opinion
appearing under a byline or obtained or quoted
from an acknowledged source.
 

The opinions expressed by authors do not
necessarily reflect the official views of the
Baltimore Chapter CSI or The Construction
Specifications Institute.
 

Editorial deadline is the second Friday of each
month.

President's Message

Welcome back! It's been an exciting summer for our Chapter.  I hope each of you were
able to take some time off following the Institute Convention and enjoy time with friends
and family.  We tried to keep you up on current events with editions of The
Constellation in July and August.  Your Chapter leadership has been hard at work
getting a year of fun and educational activities ready for you.  Please come see us on
September 13  when we will give out our FY2007 Chapter Awards and Scott Sider willth

present a terrific program on automating the specification editing process.
 

While at the Institute Convention, I hope you were able to attend the Opening General
Session and hear keynote speaker James Timberlake.  I found his talk to be very
interesting and thought provoking.  I did however find some holes in his discussion.
Speaking with colleagues throughout the week, I was not alone.  While in the bookstore
on-site, I found and purchased the book that Mr.  Timberlake wrote with his partner
Stephen Kieran called Refabricating Architecture.  I started reading it on a recent flight
to Dallas and found it fascinating.  Mr. Timberlake tried to synthesize the ideas from a
175 page book into an hour-long lecture.  Those holes I mentioned earlier are
beginning to be filled in by reading the text.  
 

The early chapters of this book discuss ideas on the economic forces of the
construction industry.  For a long time, I've seen an economic triangle that governs
building – time is at one point of the triangle, money at another point and quality at the
final point.  In the ideal project, this is a perfect triangle of equal sides and equal angles
– the right amount of each item is provided to maintain this balance.  In practice, it is
much different.  This perfect triangle becomes a Bermuda Triangle of choices – two of
the three forces must be selected because only two can be mastered.  You can have
the quality that you want for the budget you have, but someone else then controls the
amount of time it takes.  We can meet your schedule and your budget, but the quality
may suffer.  I'm sure we've all encountered this idea.
 

Kieran and Timberlake present a different equation that governs construction.   Quality
× Scope = Cost × Time.  For the last half of the 20  century and entering the 21th st

century, our industry has operated with this equation governing.  According to Kieran
and Timberlake, we collectively as an industry have made no attempt to change this.
The client is allowed to set the cost and the scope, but the other players then set the
quality and the time.  However, in our industry, there is always equilibrium in this
concept.  We all want more scope and quality for less time and cost, but no one really
tries to make that happen.
 

Refabricating Architecture attempts to point to the manufacturing of airplanes, cars and
ships as areas that architecture and construction could look to help take that typical
equation out of equilibrium.  These three industries have sought to change the equation
so that Quality × Scope > Cost × Time.  In the eyes of Kieran and Timberlake, only
then can architecture return to a state of art and commodity.  To them, the current state
of architecture is either art or commodity, but not both.  These are heady concepts, but
thought-provoking ones for me.
 

The book quickly leads into discussions of newly emerging communications
technologies that allow the architect to be more the maestro of the team, not simply a
player in the orchestra.  This is the promise of BIM.  
 

Personally, I am woefully ignorant about the coming BIM technologies.  If you have any
experience with BIM or other emerging technologies, please consider writing a Felt-Tip

about it.  Let's share our ideas and experiences in an open forum, The Constellation
and at our networking hour each month at our membership meetings.  I'm not sure that
I believe all ideas that Refabricating Architecture puts forth; I'll let you know when I
finish it.  One thing I am certain of, we are embarking on another information revolution,
similar if not greater than the one that occurred in the 1980's and 1990's with the
computer age.  By discussing things together, we can all be better prepared for it.
 

Marvin Kemp, CSI, CDT, AIA
Chapter President 
mkemp@designcollective.com

mailto:mkemp@designcollective.com
mailto:scaldwell@manekin.com
mailto:robert.fritzsche@pfarc.com
mailto:eheatherington@jposey.com
mailto:carbolinebaltimore@comcast.net%20
mailto:randerson@gvaarchitects.com
mailto:jhugendubler@jposey.com
mailto:tmikell1@msn.com
mailto:swsider@kannpartners.com
mailto:tim.corbett@ssa.gov
mailto:cgreenland@asg-architects.com
mailto:tskopic@tremcoinc.com
mailto:lstone@mccormickpaints.com
mailto:todd_guntner@yasnyinc.com
mailto:tskopic@tremcoinc.com
mailto:robert.fritzsche@pfarc.com
mailto:swsider@kannpartners.com
mailto:mkemp@designcollective.com
mailto:carbolinebaltimore@comcast.net%20
mailto:swsider@kannpartners.com
mailto:carbolinebaltimore@comcast.net%20
mailto:sraneri@usg.com
mailto:swsider@kannpartners.com
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mailto:khercenberg@cannondesign.com%20
mailto:swsider@kannpartners.com
http://www.csibaltimore.org
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Meeting Policies
Over the summer, the Chapter Board has
been reviewing the following policies to
clarify certain aspects regarding
reservations for Chapter meeting
attendance:
 

Reservations Policy:
•  Reservations are required.
•  The cost to the person attending is the
cost for the meeting.  If a person does not
want to eat dinner but wants to be present
for the program, she or he must pay full
meeting cost.
•  We welcome nonmembers to meetings. 
Those who wish to attend must make
reservations on time so that the House
chair can make adequate arrangements
for the meeting.
•  Deadline is set in accordance with the
requirements of our meeting facility, and
currently is the Tuesday morning
preceding the meeting.  
•  Payment is for the reservation, whether
it is used or not.
•  The meeting is planned and held, and
the dinners ordered, on the basis of
reservations.
•  House Chair gives list of those who
reserved and did not come to the Chapter
Treasurer, who sends each one an
invoice.
 

Guest Attendance:
CSI Baltimore activity recruits new
members from all parts of the construction
industry.  In order to give a prospective
member a taste of what our Chapter is
about, we extend a free dinner to
prospective members meeting the
following criteria.  A prospective member
should be involved in the design,
construction, or specification writing fields. 
The prospective member must be
sponsored by a current Baltimore CSI
member and it is the responsibility of that
current member to secure the reservation. 
The prospective member should register
with the Membership Committee at the
beginning of the meeting.  Any prospective
member is eligible for one free dinner
invitation.
 

We're a CEN
Provider!

We have been approved as an education
program provider of CSI's Construction
Education Network.

Board Meeting Highlights
August 2007

In opening the meeting, President Marvin Kemp reminded those present that he

had asked the committee chairs to get cochairs and committee members, and to

develop committee business outside board meetings.  Board meetings during the

active season of membership meetings, from September through June, are limited

by being scheduled for the hour before membership meetings begin.  Committee

actions and activities should be reported briefly.  If actions by the Board are

required, the topics should be prepared in advance.  Unless a matter is

controversial or has difficult matters to resolve, a motion should be ready for

presentation and vote.  Short committee reports of general activity should be filed

each month before the board meeting.  

Treasurer Steven Evans and Marvin had been working on the budget, toward the

goal of having a balanced budget ready for a vote at the September Board

meeting.  Marvin and Steven had concluded that the Chapter should seek the

services of an accountant to prepare Chapter taxes each year.  Marvin asked for

recommendations of accountants from members.  The final accounts from the

Institute Convention had been completed, and the Chapter had netted a small

positive income rather than a deficit as had appeared in July.

Marvin had composed the nominations for several Region awards and sent them

in before the August 13 deadline.  He thanked those who helped.  The Chapter’s

Fiscal Year 2007 (FY07; July 2006 through June 2007) awards will be presented

at the September meeting.  Marvin had prepared a plan and schedule to make the

awards presentation lively and brief, which was received with enthusiasm by the

Board.  

Linda Pressler and Membership Chair Susan Raneri will develop a proposal for

initiatives to encourage members to recruit new members.  Several types of

incentives were discussed briefly.  

There was a discussion of planning for the programs at membership meetings.  A

major part of the purpose of CSI is to make available to members valuable

technical information and ideas about good specification and contract

administration practices.  Much discussion and advance planning is going into the

programs for FY08.  Technical Chair Ken Hercenberg is planning a series of

Avoiding Material and Design Failures (AMDF) seminars for FY08.

Other matters discussed included getting the Chapter nominated for the Institute’s

Outstanding Chapter Commendation, putting together a history for the 50th

anniversary in 2009, and renting a vehicle for a group of members to drive together

to the Region Conference in Charlotte, North Carolina, September 27 to 30  (see

page 5 of this issue).

The revised policy for tabletop presentations at membership meetings was

presented, discussed at length, and adopted with some revisions.
 

Edna Heatherington, CSI, CCS

Chapter Secretary

eheatherington@jamesposey.com

Mailto:eheatherington@jamesposey.com
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Advance Your
Career
Through
Education

From January to March 2008, the
Chapter will be offering sessions on
the organization of construction
contract documents, the use of
standard forms and formats, product
representation, construction contract
administration, and specification
writing.  Improve the way you write
or read construction contract
documents.  
 

Attend these classes if you intend to
take a Certification examination.
 

The two-hour sessions will be held
on Tuesday evenings, starting on
January 8, 2006 at Kann Partners
located at 33 South Gay Street.  The
sessions are registered for AIA/CES
Learning Units and CSI/CEN Credits
having Health, Safety, and Welfare
credit.
 

Attendees will need to obtain a copy
of the Project Resource Manual
(PRM) and copies of AIA Documents
A201.  Order the PRM from the
Institute at 800-689-2900;
www.csinet.org.  The PRM cannot
be ordered through the Baltimore
Chapter  CSI.  Order the AIA
documents from the Building
Congress and Exchange at 410-823-
7200 or Baltimore Chapter AIA at
410-625-2585;  www.aia.org.  Please
be sure to order your documents in
time to receive them before the first
class.
 

Registration forms and details will be
attached to future editions of The
Constellation.  For more information,
contact Education Chair Scott Sider,
CSI, CCS, CCCA, at 410-234-0900
or email at 
swsider@kannpartners.com.

Certification
Dates and Deadlines

The 2008 certification examinations will mark the beginning of the
shift from single date hard copy examinations to multi-date electronic
exams.  The exams lead to:

Construction Documents Technologist (CDT)
Certified Construction Specifier (CCS)

Certified Construction Product Representative (CCPR)
Certified Construction Contract Administrator (CCCA)

The CDT exam will conducted electronically by Prometric, a national
testing agency, during a five day period starting on March 29, 2008
and ending on April 3, 2008.  Exams must be taken at Prometric
facilities.  Go to Prometric's web site to schedule your exam date and
time.  Exam results will be divulged to candidates upon their
departure from the test facility.  There are seven Prometric locations
in Maryland where the exam can be taken (Baltimore, Bethesda,
Columbia, Lanham, Salisbury, Towson, and Woodlawn).

The advanced tier exams (CCS, CCCA, and CCPR) be given in the
traditional manner of pencil-marked hard copy computer-read test
forms on Saturday, April 5, 2008.  The Institute will also offer all the
certification exams before the Annual Convention and Exhibit in Las
Vegas on June 24.  Baltimore will be one of the CCS, CCCA, and
CCPR test sites in April; location will be announced at a future date.

To save $50 on the registration fee, you must register before
December 1, 2007, for the March examinations and before May 1 for
the June examinations.  January 31 is the final postmark for all
registrations for March examinations, and June 1 for June
examinations.  Register at www.csinet.org and click on the
certification button along the left side of the web page.

In addition to Project Resource Manual, MasterFormat™ 2004,
SectionFormat™ 1997, and PageFormat™ 1999, the 1997 edition
of AIA A101, Standard Form of Agreement between Owner and
Contractor Where the Basis of Payment is a Stipulated Sum, and
AIA A201, General Conditions of the Contract for Construction, will
be the basis for exam questions.  Applicants should study the
application materials and be aware of qualification requirements to
avoid last-minute complications.

If you have questions regarding the exams, Rob Fritzsche can be
contacted to answer questions at 410-665-4135.

http://www.csinet.org
http://www.aia.org
mailto:swsider@kannpartners.com
http://www.prometric.com
http://www.prometric.com
http://www.prometric.com
http://www.prometric.com
http://www.csinet.org/
mailto:robert.fritzsche@pfarc.com
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This year, the Southeast and Middle Atlantic
Regions will hold a Bi-Region Conference in
Charlotte, North Carolina on September 27
through 30, 2007.  The host hotel will be the
Marriott City Center in Charlotte.
 
Activities include a certification exam
refresher course and certification exams; a
presentation on the NASCAR Hall of Fame
currently under construction; leadership and
business development seminars; tours of
the U.S.  Olympic Whitewater Rafting
Center, Lowe's Motor Speedway, and local
plantations; and a golf tournament, mini-golf
tournament, and sporting clay shooting.

If you are interested in carpooling to the
Conference, contact Marvin Kemp
 

Since we were to host this year, it is only
fitting that our Chapter make a big showing
at this conference.  The Board is looking at
ways to share traveling expenses through
car-pooling.  If you have not attended a
Region Conference before, please make this
your first.  A great time is had by all.  This is
a great opportunity to share business and
chapter ideas with colleagues across the
Middle Atlantic and Southeastern United
States.  Additional information can be found
at CSI Charlotte's web site.  You can also
contact Nîna Giglio of Hall Architects.  Look
at the attached registration forms.

Calendar Of Events
 

September
8 Celebration of the 40th anniversary of Bolton Square.   Bolton Square, at Lafayette

Avenue and Mason Street (between Eutaw Place and Bolton Street) in
Bolton Hill, is one of Hugh Newell Jacobsen's early works.  It won the AIA
Honor Award in 1969, and is awaiting City Council approval to be designated
a Baltimore Historic Landmark.  Today it remains a vibrant and diverse
middle-class community.  

@  1:00 to 3:00: Townhouse and Garden Tour 
@  3:00 to 4:00: Meet architect Hugh Newell Jacobsen, FAIA, and developer

Stanley I.  Panitz, creators of Bolton Square, and listen to public officials and
designers comment on the development's significance.  

@  4:00 to 6:00: Celebrate with us in our beautiful Common....wine and hors
d'oeuvres will be served.  

?  Cost: $15 per person for tour, presentations, and celebration.  Contact
Marybeth Shaw at 410-675-3030

13 Baltimore Chapter open Board Meeting and General Meeting.  Automating
Specification Production

27-29 Region Conference in Charlotte, North Carolina.
 

October
11 Baltimore Chapter open Board Meeting and General Meeting.  HVAC versus

Whole Building Commissioning — What's the Difference?
 

November
8 Baltimore Chapter open Board Meeting and General Meeting.  Program to be

announced.
 

April
10 Tour Graham Window's manufacturing plant and Architectural Testing's facility in

York, Pennsylvania.  If you want to learn about how windows are manufactured
and tested, this program is for you!  We'll depart Baltimore by bus at 1:00, have
a preview program as we ride up I-83 to tour the facilities during the middle and
late afternoon.  Dinner and a technical program on window design and testing will
follow in the early evening with the bus returning us to Baltimore around 9:00.
We're taking reservations for this event now.  There are a limited number of seats
available.  Cost will be $20.  To make and pay for your reservations, contact Steve
Evans

September Anniversaries New Members

Next Year
 

Got Bear?  No?  Well, prepare and make

plans to get bear — at the 2008 Region

Conference hosted by the Allentown

Chapter at the Bear Creek Mountain Resort

September 25 to 28, 2008.

Avery Bowen, CSI-I, CDT  2

John Greg Case, CSI   5

John DiMarco, CSI   7

Obiefunna Elendu, CSI-S   1

Jerry Glass, CSI, CCS  28

Clarke Holmes, CSI   1

Jeffrey Kay, CSI   21

James Patz, CSI   13

Michael Schell, CSI   2

John Sherry, CSI, CDT  10

Mark Swann, CSI   1

Dennis David 

W illiam Good

Albert Schweizer

mailto:mkemp@designcollective.com
http://www.csicharlotte2007.org/home.htm
mailto:ngiglio@hallarch.com
http://www.marc2008.com
http://www.marc2008.com

