
Knowledge for Creating

and Sustaining

the Built Environment

August 2012

THE
CONSTELLATION

Newsletter of the Baltimore Chapter

Construction Specifications Institute

Volume 51, Issue 2

CSI's "Summer" continues!  
We won't be having a regular
meeting.  The Chapter's
Officers, Directors, and
Committee Chairs will be
meeting to plan events for this
Fiscal Year.  All members are
welcome to attend, and
become involved.

Meeting Details
 

Place
Green Building Institute 
7761 Waterloo Road
(Route 175)
Jessup, Maryland.

 

Thursday, August 9, 2012
5:00 Board Meeting

 

Let us know if you
are attending by
Noon, Tuesday
August 7, 2012

Email at
reservations@csibaltimore.org

SEPTEMBER'S PROGRAM

 Green Building Liability
When Buildings Do Not Reach
Their Contracted Green Level

It has been with us for a decade — the movement in the
design and construction industry for energy efficiency and
resource management.  It has recently been codified in the
IgCC.  So what happens when the goals of LEED, Green
Globes, International Green Construction Code, the Baltimore
City Green Code, Net Zero Energy, Carbon Neutrality, and
others, as applied to a project, are not achieved?  Due to the
costs and investments involved in designing and constructing
to achieve these goals, some owners are "holding those
responsible for the failure" accountable when the projects don't
achieve the goals.  Enter the attorneys and litigation.  
 

Join us as Tracey Steedman, LEED AP, an associate with
Niles, Barton & Wilmer, LLP. guides us through the legal
ramifications and provides us with insight into avoiding
potential litigious situations.

October's Program

If you are like many of us in the design and construction
industry, you may have difficulties meeting and greeting people
at various social occasions. Join us as Tim Klabunde, of
Structural Engineering Group, (a self-professed introvert)
presents some pointers in Networking for Introverts.

The Construction Specifications Institute is an international non-profit technical organization dedicated to the advancement of construction technology through communication,

education, research, and service.  For information about Baltimore Chapter CSI, contact Chapter Membership Chair David Copley

http://www.greenbuildinginstitute.org
mailto:reservations@csibaltimore.org
mailto:dcopley@asg-architects.com
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Board Members
 

Officers
 

President Alexander Howe 301-717-9717

1st V.P. Shenia Anderson

2nd V.P. Marc Held 410-259-2733

Secretary Marvin Kemp 410-685-6655

Treasurer Steven Evans 410-916-1910

Past Pres. Greg Barbini 410-320-7086
 

Directors
 

FY 12-13 Mike Clancy 301-982-6464

FY 12-13 David Copley 410-347-8500

FY 12-13 Jim Lewis 410-537-3801

FY 12-13 Bob W ood 410-750-0890

FY 13-14 Sam Grant 443-348-2017

FY 13-14 David Hamilton 410-980-9142

FY 13-14 John Horenkamp 410-807-1565
 

Committee Chairs

Academic Affr [Vacant]

Awards. Sarah Caldwell 410-765-7660

Certification Jim Lewis 410-537-3300

Education Scott Sider 410-234-0900

Elec Comm Marvin Kemp 410-685-6655

Finance Steven Evans 410-916-1910

Handbook Scott Sider 410-234-0900

House Bob W ood 410-750-0890

Mtg Exhibitors Todd Guntner 410-234-3600

Membership David Copley 410-347-8500

Newsletter Scott Sider 410-234-0900

Nominations Rod Anderson 410-997-1000

Rebuilding Together Baltimore

John Horenkamp 410-807-1565

Planning Greg Barbini 410-320-7086

Program Tim Corbett 410-965-4865

Technical Don Harris 410-685-6655

Tellers Scott Sider 410-234-0900

W illiam J. Grabowski Scholarship Fund

Liz Stone 443-866-6690
 

Check the Chapter Website
www.csibaltimore.org

or
www.baltimorecsi.org

for information about Chapter
events and activities

 

Join us at felttips.blogspot.com
 

Editorial Policy Notice
 

The Constellation acts as a moderator without

approving, disapproving, or guaranteeing the

validity or accuracy of any data, claim or opinion

appearing under a byline or obtained or quoted

from an acknowledged source.
 

The opinions expressed by authors do not

necessarily reflect the official views of the

Baltimore Chapter CSI or The Construction

Specifications Institute.
 

Editorial deadline is the last W ednesday of each

month.

President's Message

Where do you fit in? Are you a "Boomer", "X'er", "Y'er" or "Z'er"?  Boomers are born
between 1946-1964,  X'ers are born between 1965-1982,  Y'ers are born between
1983-1995 and after 1995 you are a Z'er.
 

It doesn't matter where you fit in.  However, in the construction industry, particularly
with team interactions, changes in our connection with one another are.  Look at how
CSI is reaching out to members, how the industry is communicating with each other
and what the future holds in the digital age with design and construction.  
 

The Chapter held a presentation on social media recently.  We explored LinkedIn,
Twitter, and Facebook.  Since then, so much more has come out about social media. 
Take for example Facebook.  It was launched in a dorm room at Harvard eight years
ago and now a multibillion dollar company.  Companies are now focusing in on social
media as a marketing and sales tool to monitor behaviors, opinions, and attitudes
towards all kind of products, services, and issues.
 

How does this affect the construction industry?  Companies such as HOK are exploring
social media for recruitment, indirect marketing, retention, and exhibiting their projects
and people.  They are now reaching new audiences.  HOK shows the leading edge of
technology to potential clients and recruits.  Even GE mandates that senior executives
learn the Internet through their younger employees who have adopted the new
technology.  BIM will continue to expand its presence in the industry.
 

Word of mouth has shifted to word by mouse.  Yet, even with connectivity use rising,
face to face meetings will never go away.  Monthly, all of the communications,
newsletters, invites, and reservations are sent online to members.  We join one another
to meet your fellow members at the Admiral Fell Inn.  Otherwise, we could have
meeting over WebEx.  So, I'd like to hear from all members with interest in doing more
with social media within the Chapter and how it is affecting your business.  
 

Are you still considering CSI Certification?  The CDT certification needs to be on
everyone's resume.  It truly is a career changer, both professionally and personally. 
On August 24th, there is a CDT Boot Camp, right here in Baltimore. 
 

Once the CDT is obtained, consider testing for the next level of CCS, CCPR, and
CCCA.  Contact your Certification Chair - Jim Lewis, Education Chair - Scott Sider, or
myself for more information if you are interested in the study groups and testing.  Final
registration for the Fall Certification Exams ends August 31st.
 

The Chapter is looking to start off a new season with a great presentation in September
on Avoiding LEED-igation.  So come out and reserve your space to learn the latest on
legal LEED-eeze from a local Baltimore firm.
 

So fellow members, the summer is rapidly winding down, kids are going back to school
(Yeah!!!) and your Chapters monthly meetings are starting up again.  The Chapter's
strength is in your participation by attending monthly meetings, communicating what
you want to see from your Chapter and how to keep you informed on the issues of the
day.  
 

Lastly, I have the Chapter's Charter hanging on my wall.  September 1959.  53 years
that your Chapter has provided its members with education, networking, and
fellowship.  So many great names are on that charter.  This is a great Chapter with a
great Chapter membership pedigree.  
 

This coming season, be part of this greatness.  Attend your monthly meeting.  Finally
go for your certification.  Contribute your ideas and thoughts.  Join a committee or two! 

Alexander M. Howe, CSI, CCPR
President
walker7833@comcast.net  

mailto:walker7833@comcast.net
mailto:sheniaanderson@yahoo.com
mailto:marcheld@comcast.net
mailto:mkemp@designcollective.com
mailto:carbolinebaltimore@mac.com
mailto:gbarbini@ppg.com
mailto:mclancy1@verizon.net
mailto:dcopley@asg-architects.com
mailto:jwlewis2@comcast.net
mailto:bobwood@builtbywood.com
mailto:sgrant@gfnet.com
mailto:dhamilton@assaabloydss.com
mailto:john.horenkamp@grace.com
Mailto:Sarah.Caldwell@ngc.com
mailto:jlewis@mde.state.md.us
mailto:swsider@kannpartners.com
mailto:mkemp@designcollective.com
mailto:carbolinebaltimore@mac.com
mailto:swsider@kannpartners.com
mailto:bobwood@builtbywood.com
mailto:todd_guntner@yasnyinc.com
mailto:dcopley@asg-architects.com
mailto:swsider@kannpartners.com
mailto:randerson@gvaarchitects.com
mailto:john.horenkamp@grace.com
mailto:gbarbini@ppg.com
mailto:tim.corbett@ssa.gov
mailto:dharris@designcollective.com
mailto:swsider@kannpartners.com
mailto:lstone@mccormickpaints.com
http://www.csibaltimore.org
http://www.baltimorecsi.org
http://felttips.blogspot.com
mailto:walker7833@comcast.net
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Going for the
Gold

It only happens every four years,
not just the presidential election,
but the Summer Olympics.  As I
watch all of the different events,
it is amazing to see athletes
ranging in age from 15 years to
71 years old, whether in an
individual event or team event all
competing  for a common goal of
representing their country as a
team.  Everyone is so proud to
be an Olympian even if they
have not won a medal.  It
reminds me that we are all part
of a larger community that can
accomplish many things when
we come together for a common
goal.  

It gives me a new perspective on
my individual goals, whether it is
at work, obtaining my license or
a new certification, I still feel a
part of, however small, the larger
construction community that can
make a difference.  If we all
make a small contribution to
something more than ourselves,
just imagine what we can
accomplish, even if it is not a
gold medal.  What would you
contribute to make a difference?

Shenia Anderson, CSI, CCCA
First Vice President
sheniaanderson@yahoo.com 

Board Meeting Highlights
July 2012

 

President Alex Howe asked the new Board members to briefly introduce themselves. 
Sam Grant is a native of Baltimore, was an Engineer with the City of Baltimore for many
years but is now retired from the City and currently works for Gannett Fleming.  Sam has
been a member of CSI for about one year and is active in other industry organizations. 
David Hamilton has worked with ASSA ABLOY for about a year and a half and has been
a CSI member for about a year.  He is looking to expand his business network and meet
people.  David has spent 26 years working in the building material industry.  In addition
to John Horenkamp, who returns for a second term as Chapter Director, all other
Officers are returning for another term.
 

The House Committee discussed the pending renewal of the Chapter’s contract with the
Admiral Fell Inn (AFI).  House Committee Chair Bob Wood reviewed the proposed new
AFI contract.  There are minor revisions to the previous contract like changing the
Chapter’s contact information.  The price has increased to just under $42 per person. 
President Howe has visited a couple of alternative venues and the leading option seems
to be the Conference Center at the Maritime Institute, located near BWI-Marshall Airport. 
Costing information received from the Maritime Institute indicates the cost per attendee
is about the same whether it is AFI or Maritime Institute.  After much discussion, a
motion was made and seconded to remain at the AFI and that motion passed.  
 

According to a recent webinar President Howe attended, CSI membership is increasing
nationally but the organization is not retaining current members, so overall membership
is declining.  President Howe wants new ideas floated and discussed to make sure this
Chapter is doing the right things to attract and retain members.
 

CSI is holding a CDT Bootcamp in Baltimore on August 24.  Chapter leaders received
an email trying to increase attendees by offering a three-for-one registration discount. 
Some leaders felt CSI staff should have asked us for help earlier in planning process. 
President Howe wonders if the Chapter could raise money doing something similar. 
Discussion was held regarding offering the Chapter Winter Seminars online.  Education
Chair Scott Sider is checking with his firm’s IT folks regarding available options.
 

In the recent past, the Chapter has printed business cards which contain critical Chapter
and monthly meeting information.  Members can then hand these cards out to
perspective members they meet in business each day.  This tradition should be
continued.
 

President Howe wants every Committee Chair to recruit and train an Assistant
Committee Chair.  Continuity of service to the members and Chapter is critically
important and many committees need additional support than what they currently have. 
 

The second Thursday of September falls during the CONSTRUCT Show and CSI
Convention.  After discussion, a motion was made by Secretary Kemp to hold to the
Chapter’s September 2012 meeting on the first Thursday of September, September 6,
and that motion was seconded.  During discussion of the motion a question was raised
as to whether to hold the membership meeting and Board meeting on September 6 or
just the Board meeting on September 6 and keep the membership meeting on the 2nd
Thursday, when most members are used to attending Chapter meetings.  CONSTRUCT
is being held in Phoenix, Arizona this year, so it would affect a few leaders but not too
many members.  The motion was then amended to hold the Chapter Board meeting on
September 6 and keep the September membership meeting on September 13.  That
motion passed.
 

The Chapter’s August 2012 Board Meeting will be held at the Green Building Institute
in Jessup, MD on August 9 at 5:00 p.m.  The Green Building Institute is on Maryland
Route 175 east of I-95, just past the Patuxent Institution (Correctional Mental Health
Center – Jessup).  
 

Marvin Kemp, CSI, CDT, AIA
Chapter Secretary
mkemp@designcollective.com

mailto:sheniaanderson@yahoo.com
mailto:mkemp@designcollective.com
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Certification

CSI will be holding certification
examinations in the Fall.  These will be
given at Prometric Testing Facilities
during October.  Registration can be
made on CSI's website www.csinet.org. 
Examinations include the Construction
Document Technologist (CDT), the
Certified Construction Specifier (CCS),
Certified Construction Product
Representative (CCPR), and the
Certified Construction Contract
Administrator (CCCA).  Achieving
certification through the Institute is a
great way to advance your professional
standing with employers and clients. 
There are no eligibility requirements to
sit for the CDT Exam.  To be eligible to
sit for the CCS, CCPR, and CCCA
certification exams, candidates must
have passed the CDT Exam. 
Membership in CSI is not required to
take the exams.  

Registration for the Fall exams is open
until August 31, 2012.  Exam Costs:
EXAM Member Non-Member
CDT $295 $430
CCS $345 $480
CCPR $345 $480
CCCA $345 $480

References and study guides can be
ordered through CSI's website.  Please
be sure to check this list of references,
as subject matter for the exams are
revised from time-to-time and previous
study documents may not have all the
material currently considered for the
exam.

Calendar Of Events

August
9 Baltimore Chapter open Board Meeting.  Green Building Institute at 7761

Waterloo Road  (Route 175) in Jessup, Maryland.
10 Late (Expensive) Registration ends for CDT Boot Camp at the Baltimore

Holiday Inn (program details below).
11 Middle Atlantic Region Leadership Orientation Seminars at the Hilton

Garden Inn in Frederick, MD
21 Shallow Foundation Design, Construction, and Repair seminar at the

Doubletree Hotel at 5485 Twin Knolls Road, in Columbia, MD. 
Seminar is registered for 6.5 AIA Learning Units (HSW), and 6.5
PDH's for engineers.  For more information go to
www.halfmoonseminars.com

24 CDT Boot Camp at the Holiday Inn at 301 West Lombard Street in
Baltimore, Maryland.  Prepare for the Construction Documents
Technology Exam by participating in this fast paced, intensive,
one-day seminar in which you will review the primary documents used
for the examination.  Program runs from 9:00 to 5:00 p.m.  Credit: 7.0
AIA CEHs, 7.0 PDHs. 

28 Complying with Maryland Energy Conservation Code seminar at the
Doubletree Hotel at 5485 Twin Knolls Road, in Columbia, MD. 
Seminar is registered for 6.5 AIA Learning Units (HSW), and 6.5
PDH's for engineers.  For more information go to
www.halfmoonseminars.com

31 Final (Expensive) Registration Ends for the Fall Certification Exams. 
www.csinet.org/certification 

September
6 Baltimore Chapter Board Meeting.
6 Photovoltaic System Design for Commercial and Residential Buildings

seminar at the Doubletree Hotel at 5485 Twin Knolls Road, in
Columbia, MD.  Seminar is registered for 6.5 AIA Learning Units
(HSW), and 6.5 PDH's for engineers.  For more information go to
www.halfmoonseminars.com

11-14 CONSTRUCT and CSI Convention in Phoenix, Arizona.
13 Baltimore Chapter Meeting.  Green Building Liability is the program.
18-25 Permaculture Design Certification Class at Green Building Institute at 7761

Waterloo Road  (Route 175) in Jessup, Maryland; presented by
Wayne Weiseman a reknown Permaculture expert.

August Anniversaries New Members

Using PayPal

The Baltimore Chapter CSI accepts PayPal
for payment for the monthly meetings. This
will allow you to use a credit card rather
than cash or check.  To use PayPal,go to
the Chapter Meeting Web Page and click
on the Buy Now button like that below.

   If you have any problems, contact the
webmaster at webmaster@csibaltimore.org

Sarah E. Caldwell, CSI, CDT 8

Paul A. DeMillo, CSI 34

Matthew C. DeW olfe, CSI, CDT 7

Laurie Dickeson, CSI 4

Charles Franklin, CSI 10

Charles M. Hovancik, III, 

CSI, CCS, CCCA 18

Lee Ellen Hyden, CSI, CDT 4

Marvin Kemp, CSI, CDT 12

Michael J. Pokorny, CSI, CDT 11

Donald F. Steiner, CSI 12

Darragh K. Brady, CSI

http://www.csinet.org
http://www.greenbuildinginstitute.org
http://www.csinet.org/cdtbootcamp
http://www.halfmoonseminars.com
https://webportal.csinet.org/Conference/RegistrationProcessOverview.aspx?id=90
http://www.halfmoonseminars.com
http://www.csinet.org/certification
http://www.halfmoonseminars.com
http://www.greenbuildinginstitute.org
http://www.csibaltimore.org/index_files/Page298.htm
mailto:webmaster@csibaltimore.org

