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Meeting Details
 

Place
The Admiral Fell Inn
888 South Broadway

Baltimore, Maryland
 

Thursday, June 12, 2014

4:30 Board Meeting
5:00 Attitude Adjustment

6:00 Dinner
7:00 Program  

 

Make your reservation before
Noon, Tuesday

June 10, 2014
 Chapter notifies the Inn of

reservation number on
Tuesday afternoon.

 

Email at
reservations@csibaltimore.org

  

Cost Alternatives
With Reservation

$45 per person
 

Without Reservation

$50 per person

 

Payment due for reservations made  

Make checks payable

in the exact amount to

" Baltimore Chapter CSI "
OR

PayPal 
 

See the last page for More Information

on Using Paypal

W e would like to thank

Michaela Zlnayova of Armstrong

for sponsoring a tabletop display in May

JUNE'S PROGRAM
 

Stump the Specifier
You have probably encountered one sometime in your
career.  They amaze you with the tiniest bits of information
they know.  Some are humble and some are not.  They are
those "know-at-alls" of specifications.  They are Kings and
Queens of the minutia that drives our industry.  Have you
ever wanted to really see how much construction trivia
they know?  Your time has arrived!  As a end of year
event, we decided to have some friendly fun at our annual
Awards Dinner.  We have assembled a small group of
specifiers to test their and our audience's knowledge, in
the style of the television game shows Jeopardy, Who
Want to be a Millionaire, and The Price Is Right.

We'll also be bestowing the Chapter's Awards.

July's Program

CSI's "Summer" arrives!  So, we won't be having a regular meeting. 
But, that doesn't mean you can't join us.  The Chapter's Officers,
Directors, and Committee Chairs will be meeting to plan events for
next Fiscal Year.  Activities this Summer include evaluating our
monthly programs, meeting venues, and making final preparations
for the CSI Convention in September.   All are welcome to attend,
and become involved.

The Construction Specifications Institute is an international non-profit technical organization dedicated to the advancement of construction technology through communication,

education, research, and service.  For information about Baltimore Chapter CSI, contact Chapter Membership Chair David Copley

mailto:reservations@csibaltimore.org
http://www.paypal.com
mailto:dcopley@asg-architects.com
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Board Members
 

Officers
 

President Marc Held 410-259-2733

1st V.P. Jim Lewis 410-537-3300

2nd V.P. Bob W ood 410-750-0890

Secretary Marvin Kemp 410-685-6655

Treasurer Steven Evans 443-253-5764

Past Pres. Alexander Howe 301-717-9717
 

Directors
FY 13-14 Sam Grant 443-348-2017

FY 13-14 David Hamilton 410-980-9142

FY 13-14 John Horenkamp 410-807-1565

FY 14-15 G. Todd Guntner 410-539-1564

FY 14-15 Randall C. Keck 410-523-8417

FY 14-15 Ernest Kortvely 302-507-8945

FY 14-15 Erik Larsen 443-224-1625
 

Committee Chairs

Academic Affr [Vacant]

Awards. Jennifer Hamner 443-862-4333

Certification Jim Lewis 410-537-3300

Education Scott Sider 443-573-2248

Elec Comm Marvin Kemp 410-685-6655

Finance Steven Evans 410-916-1910

Handbook Scott Sider 443-573-2248

House Bob W ood 410-750-0890

Mtg Exhibitors Todd Guntner 410-234-3600

Membership David Copley 410-347-8500

Newsletter Scott Sider 443-573-2248

Nominations Rod Anderson 410-997-1000

Rebuilding Together Baltimore

Randall C. Keck 410-523-8417

Planning Greg Barbini 410-320-7086

Program Tim Corbett 410-965-4865

Technical Don Harris 410-685-6655

Tellers Scott Sider 443-573-2248

W illiam J. Grabowski Scholarship Fund

Liz Stone 443-866-6690
 

Check the Chapter Website
www.csibaltimore.org

or
www.baltimorecsi.org

for information about Chapter
events and activities

 

Join us at felttips.blogspot.com
 

Editorial Policy Notice
 

The Constellation acts as a moderator without

approving, disapproving, or guaranteeing the

validity or accuracy of any data, claim or opinion

appearing under a byline or obtained or quoted

from an acknowledged source.
 

The opinions expressed by authors do not

necessarily reflect the official views of the

Baltimore Chapter CSI or The Construction

Specifications Institute.
 

Editorial deadline is the last W ednesday of each

month.

President's Message

Summer is approaching, as well as the end of our fiscal year.  Next
month, the new Officers and Directors are inducted to the Board
and our Summer planning meetings commence.  This month's
meeting will be the last membership meeting until Fall.  Our first
meeting will likely occur in October as the September meeting date
coincides with CONSTRUCT 2014 at the Baltimore Convention
Center.

Talking about CONSTRUCT 2014, it is only 90 days away! 
Registration is now open at www.constructshow.com.  Early Bird
discounts close on July 1, so register now!  There is a place to add
a spouse.  That should make registration for the cruise seamless. 
I completed my registration as of this writing, so it does work.  

Be sure to follow show developments on Facebook and Twitter:
• www.facebook.com/constructshow
• www.twitter.com/constructshow
There is also a smart phone App to download, if you roll like me ;-)

There is still much to do and the CONSTRUCT Committee needs
your help.  Please contact Marvin Kemp or Liz Stone to see how
and where you can contribute.  Our Chapter event, the Harbor
Cruise is Wednesday September 10th; boarding time is 6:30 p.m. 
More information is available in this issue of The Constellation.

During our May 2014 Board meeting at Henderson's Wharf, we
created an Ad-Hoc Committee that was charged with exploring
ways to increase and maintain membership.  This will likely lead to
a change in our monthly meeting format and venue!  The
Committee will meet through the summer and issue a report to the
Board for final decisions in August.  Many thanks to Alexander
Howe for heading up this effort.  If you wish to be a part of this
process, please contact Alex or me.  See page 3 for the
Committee's interim report.

See you Thursday, June 12 at Admiral Fell Inn.

Respectfully submitted,
Marc S. Held, CSI, CDT
President
marcheld@comcast.net

mailto:marcheld@comcast.net
mailto:jlewis@mde.state.md.us
mailto:bobwood@builtbywood.com
mailto:mkemp@designcollective.com
file:///|//stevenevans1@mac.com
mailto:alexhowe@verizon.net
mailto:sgrant@gfnet.com
mailto:dhamilton@assaabloydss.com
mailto:john.horenkamp@grace.com
mailto:todd@macoatings.com
mailto:rckcbs@comcast.net
mailto:Ernie.Kortvely@syntheoninc.com
mailto:elarsen@wrallp.com
mailto:jJhamner@usg.com
mailto:jlewis@mde.state.md.us
mailto:swsider@kannpartners.com
mailto:mkemp@designcollective.com
mailto:carbolinebaltimore@mac.com
mailto:swsider@kannpartners.com
mailto:bobwood@builtbywood.com
mailto:todd_guntner@yasnyinc.com
mailto:dcopley@asg-architects.com
mailto:swsider@kannpartners.com
mailto:randerson@gvaarchitects.com
mailto:rckcbs@comcast.net
mailto:gbarbini@ppg.com
mailto:tim.corbett@ssa.gov
mailto:dharris@designcollective.com
mailto:swsider@kannpartners.com
mailto:lstone@mccormickpaints.com
http://www.csibaltimore.org
http://www.baltimorecsi.org
http://felttips.blogspot.com
http://www.constructshow.com
http://www.facebook.com/constructshow
http://www.twitter.com/constructshow
mailto:marcheld@comcast.net
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Ad-Hoc Membership
Committee Report
 

Ad-Hoc Committee was created to explore
ways to increase and maintain membership.
 

It was noted that CSI membership is falling on
a national scale.  It was noted that CSI is
facing this same issue that many organizations
whose membership participation and retention
is falling, and attracting new members is
becoming more difficult.
 

While education is paramount in CSI
philosophy, educational delivery methods,
availably and appreciation for certifications is
of lesser value in today's market.  Value
proposition for obtaining CDT Certificate must
come from leaders at organizations (owners,
design firms, manufacturers, and contractors). 
If firm leaders do not place value for their
employees to obtain the CDT Certificate,
unless individual has personal desire to obtain
the Certificate, there is no real value placed on
the Certificate.
 

Whereas years ago, attending CSI meetings
were one of the only ways that professionals
could obtain required CEU credits, in today's
world, CEU credit is obtained in various
methods such as the Internet, attending other
non-CSI professional meetings, in-office
presentations and self reporting.
 

Additionally, CEU offerings must be 50
minutes (or longer) of education for CEU
credit.  Committee felt that the return on
investment of time and money, might be better
spent with a newer, fresher approach to
imparting educational and knowledge with the
membership.  
 

Committee felt the Admiral Fell Inn has served
its purpose and it's time to move on.  
Committee feels that Chapter's monthly
meetings appear to be more a nuisance than
benefit to AFI management.
 

For example, and a dual purpose of meeting at
Timbuktu's, Committee reviewed Timbuktu's
service, and their large meeting area below
their restaurant.  This meeting area holds over
200 people, pull down projection screen, bar,
bathrooms, handicap ramps, free parking,
easy access, and credit card capabilities. 
Their charge is $28 a head with a 35 person
minimum; bar is extra.  It is however outside
the City.  There is no obligation other than for
that night, so no long term contract is needed.
 

Chapter meets for 9 meetings (10 with Duck
Pin Bowling) and has 12 Board meetings. 
Committee felt that current meeting format (60
minute Board Meeting, 60 minute Networking,
60 minute Dinner and 60 minute Presentation)
is outdated and must be changed.
 

(Continued on next page)

Board Meeting Highlights
May 2014

Treasurer's Report for April 2014 was received by all and no additions or

corrections were noted so a motion was made and seconded to accept

the April 2014 Treasurer's Report and that motion passed. Treasurer

Evans noted that the Chapter is in the red versus budget due to the

deposit placed for the harbor cruise but he expects that to balance itself

by the end of the fiscal year based on collection of sponsorship monies. 

Awards Committee reported that the nomination for Outstanding Chapter

Commendation for FY2013 was submitted and Committee is preparing

the nomination for Outstanding Chapter Commendation for FY2014. 

Much discussion over venue and meeting format was held during the

House Committee discussion. President Held directed Immediate Past

President Alex Howe to form an ad hoc committee to discuss the format

and venue of meetings moving forward. It was noted that Director David

Hamilton has offered to accept the position of House Committee Chair

beginning in FY2015. 

Membership Committee discussed how to handle the printing of the name

tags and who gets them. It has been suggested that the name tags not be

sold to members but that members are asked for a small donation to be

made to the Scholarship Fund in order to receive the badge. Most in

attendance agreed, especially when they can be used for CONSTRUCT

in the Fall as well. 

Rebuilding Together Committee Chair Randy Keck thanked all who

volunteered for the effort. The work came out exemplarily and all are

happy with the finished product.  Committee received an email from

Rebuilding Together, Baltimore inviting all volunteers to an event on June

3 at the Towson Green Turtle thanking them for their service.  

CONSTRUCT 2014 Committee noted that two more sponsorship

commitments have come in: Lewis Contracting at the Fells Point Level

and PPG at the Inner Harbor Level.  By Secretary Kemp's calculation, that

brings the sponsorship level to $3,000 or 30 percent of what the Chapter

needs to break even. 

Marvin Kemp, CSI, CDT, AIA

Chapter Secretary

mkemp@designcollective.com

mailto:mkemp@designcollective.com
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Ad-Hoc Membership
Committee Report
(continued)
 

Committee wants to attract new members

(both junior and senior).  Many younger, new

professionals may still be in their collegiate

mode, starting families, working long hours,

and still unsure if the construction profession

is their lifelong career.  
 

Once these individuals have found their

calling in their professional pursuits, this

seems to be the right entry point for a

candidate in CSI.  Chapter must offer an

environment that these members will want

not only to attend meetings, but to join

Committees, bring new ideas, new vitality.  

Committee feels that the Chapter must

market to non-CSI members.  For instance,

Owners and General Contractors are

substantially under-represented within our

membership.  Chapter must market to these

groups.  This is paramount to the very

teachings of CDT.  However, in marketing to

these groups, the Chapter must offer a better

value proposition.
 

With this in mind, the Committee

recommends that monthly meetings vary

throughout the year, at different location and

at different venues.  Committee was

unanimous in opinion that building tours, with

manufactures, owners, and other participants

be present and that tours, networking,

building forensics become a part of monthly

meetings.  It is felt that this is more relevant,

offers compressed meeting times, increases

fresh ideas, is educational, and much more

interesting format than present meetings.
 

It was felt that current, relevant panel

discussions are of value as well.  While

having a moderator is still recommended,

more audience participation was of interest.
 

Committee's Initial Recommendations:

• Move meetings to various locations and

restructure current meeting format while

still adhering to enacted by-laws.

• Only have formal sit down dinners for

special occasions or 2 to 3 times a year. 

Meeting format to be less structured,

food service more varied, and building

tours replace a one-pace monthly

meeting.

• Increase value proposition for CSI

membership.  More marketing to non-

CSI organizations, more flexibility in

meeting formats.  Meetings must be

current, relevant, interesting,

educational and create an atmosphere

of wanting to attend meetings.

Alexander Howe, CSI, CCPR

Immediate Past President

Committee Chair

CONSTRUCT
Returns to Baltimore!

From September 9 to 12, 2014, CONSTRUCT 2014 and the CSI

Convention returns to Baltimore!  As the host Chapter, we’ll be

planning some fun activities and assisting CSI and Hanley W ood in

preparing for the event. 

 

Festivities associated with Baltimore's bicentennial celebration of the

W ar of 1812's Battle of Baltimore and writing of The Star Spangled

Banner coincide with CONSTRUCT and the CSI Convention:

• September 6 and 7 (Saturday and Sunday):  Battle of North Point

Commemoration.

• September 7 and 8 (Sunday and Monday):  Institute Board

Meeting.

• September 9 (Tuesday):  Seminars at the Convention.  Fellowship

Induction Ceremony.

• September 10 (W ednesday):  Seminars and product exhibit at the

Convention.  Tall Ships arrive at the Inner Harbor.  Chapter-

sponsored  Harbor Cruise between 6:30 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.

• September 11 (Thursday):  CSI 5 kilometer Fun Run at 6:30 a.m. 

Seminars and product exhibit at the Convention.  Tall Ships

tours and Blue Angels practice flyover.  Pittsburgh Steelers play

the Baltimore Ravens at M&T Bank Stadium, in the evening.

• September 12 (Friday):  Seminars at the Convention.  CSI's Annual

Meeting.    Battle of Baltimore Commemoration.  Tall Ships

tours and Blue Angels practice flyover.  Orioles play New York

Yankees at Oriole Park, in the evening.

• September 13 (Saturday):  Tall Ships tours and Blue Angels Air

Show. Orioles play New York Yankees at Oriole Park, in the

evening.

• September 14 (Sunday):  Tall Ships tours and Blue Angels Air

Show. Orioles play New York Yankees at Oriole Park, in the

afternoon.

• September 15 (Monday):  Tall Ships tours. Orioles play Toronto

Blue Jays at Oriole Park, in the evening.

• September 16 (Tuesday):  Tall Ships depart the Inner Harbor. 

Orioles play Toronto Blue Jays at Oriole Park, in the evening.

Help is needed for:

• Staffing the Chapter booth, from Tuesday to Friday.  Contact Rod

Anderson or Jim Lewis to volunteer for a 2 hour time slot.

• Obtaining sponsors for the Harbor Cruise on W ednesday.  Contact

Katherine Good or Liz Stone to help solicit sponsors.  See

sponsorship form attached to The Constellation.

A Committee under the leadership of Liz Stone and Marvin Kemp is

planning events for the Convention.  To help, contact either Liz or

Marvin. 

mailto:alexhowe@verizon.net
http://starspangledbaltimore.com
http://www.starspangled200.com
http://www.starspangled200.com
mailto:randerson@gvaarchitects.com
mailto:randerson@gvaarchitects.com
mailto:jlewis@mde.state.md.us
mailto:kgood@kannpartners.com
mailto:lstone@mccormickpaints.com
mailto:lstone@mccormickpaints.com
mailto:mkemp@designcollective.com
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Reflections

It is one of the few materials which is solid
in form but considered to be a liquid since it
does not contain crystals, What is it? 
Glass.  One other aspect of glass is that it
may appear to be smooth, but it really is
rippled.  Check out these photos.

Using PayPal

Calendar Of Events

June
 

12 Baltimore Chapter Meeting.  Stump the Specifier and Annual Awards

Dinner.

12 ASPE Baltimore Chapter will be holding an Urban Pirate Cruise

followed by mixer at the Red Star Bar & Grill. Cruise boards at

5:30 p.m. at the Ann Street Pier on Thames Street.  Food, soda,

and beer will be provided during the cruise.  After the cruise

festivities continue at Red Star Bar & Grill at 906 South W olfe

Street.  More information and make a reservation.

17 CONSTRUCT 2014  Committee meeting at 5:30 at the office of Design

Collective at 501 East Pratt Street.

25 Retaining Wall Design and Slope Stabilzation Techniques seminar at

the Holiday Inn Columbia at 7900 W ashington Boulevard, in

Jessup, MD.  Seminar is registered for 6.0 AIA Learning Units

(HSW ), 60 Landscape Architect CES Learning Units (HSW ), and

Maryland Category A 6.0 PDH's for engineers.  For more

information, www.halfmoonseminars.com
 

July
 

1 Early (Cheap!)  Registration ends for CONSTRUCT 2014 at the

Baltimore Convention Center.

10 Chapter Board Meeting
 

August
 

14 Chapter Board Meeting
 

September
 

9-12 CONSTRUCT 2014 at the Baltimore Convention Center.

11 Chapter Meeting.  Program to be announced.

June Anniversaries New Members

The Baltimore Chapter CSI accepts PayPal
for payment for the monthly meetings. This
will allow you to use a credit card rather
than cash or check.  To use PayPal,go to
the Chapter Meeting Web Page and click
on the Buy Now button like that below. 
Avoid going to the PayPal website, since it
will cause you to pay the fee, which the
Chapter will pay if you go through the
Chapter's web site.

If you have any problems, contact the
webmaster at webmaster@csibaltimore.org

Evan Black, CSI, CCPR 10

D. Ronald Brasher, CSI 11

Douglas Davenport, CSI-S 1

Steven W . Eastwood, CSI 35

J. Trevor Elliott, CSI 2

Jerome Christopher Gray, CSI 3

Frederick John Haas, CSI 1

Josh Hirshenhorn, CSI-EP 1

Kenneth J. Houck, CSI 44

Cassandra Mellon, CSI, CDT 16

John M. Shirk, CSI 10

Didrik O. Thede, CSI 1

Charles W . W ise, CSI 26

Marco DelPizzo, CSI-S

Christopher Eldridge, CSI

http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07e931y0aiht0a98ka/a01auhuhqlkwp/questions
http://www.halfmoonseminars.com
http://www.csibaltimore.org/index_files/Page298.htm
mailto:webmaster@csibaltimore.org

