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BALTIMORE CHAPTER CSI
BBS GRAND OPENING

Ever wanted to send a document you created on your computer to somebody else?  You can do this, if you

work for a company that has "networked" computers.  But what if the computer you want to send the

document to is not located at your company?  W hat do you do?  Traditionally, you place a copy of the

document on a diskette and mail or hand-carry the diskette to the receiving party.  There is another way that

is faster and more reliable.  You can send the document electronically.  Just like network connection cards

on computers, you can add a "modem" to your computer to allow it to make a telephone call to another

computer and send a copy of the document. 
 

Modem communications have been exceptionally useful in preparation of The Constellation. Data entry

duplication has been avoided and changes have been made by contributors up to, rather than days ahead

of, the submission deadline. It has allowed for the editor and contributors to mutually work on The

Constellation's articles, rather than contributors sending the articles in, and hoping the editor leaves

information intact.
 

During the past few months, the Baltimore Chapter CSI Technical Committee has been planning an electronic

bulletin board system (BBS) for use by Chapter members. The BBS's name is Trestleboard.  It is available,

24 hours a day, to members who request entry and have been assigned access codes. If you would like to

use Trestleboard, this is what you do:

1. Using your modem, dial 363-3532. This is a local call from most Baltimore metropolitan telephone

extensions.

2. W hen you visit Trestleboard, you can log on to the CSI "subboard" and see what is available. Presently,

we do not have a large amount of information available, since we want your input on what you would like to

see. On your first visit, you will be asked several questions about yourself and your computer. This information

will allow the system administrator to include you as a valid user. Leave a "comment" to the SYSOP

[computerese for the BBS's system operator or administrator] requesting access to the CSI subboard. If you

do not wish to join the board, simply log off. 

3. W hen you contac t Trestleboard again, after you have been included on the list of valid users, simply log

on and enter the letter "J" to join the board and the system will direct your options. You will then be able to

share information that is on the board, and add your own information for use by others. 
 

Some ideas, presently being considered, for information to be offered on the BBS include old Constellations;

Felt Tips; schedules of local, regional, and national CSI activities; information resources for products and

technical information; a forum for discussion on topics of current interest; how to join CSI's Baltimore Chapter;

and committee activities.  W e would like your opinion on other topics.
 

On the back of this sheet is survey we would like for you to fill out.  W e will publish the survey results in a

future Constellation.  This information will allow us to make the Chapter's BBS more user friendly. Our goal

is to make information of interest to Chapter members available at their convenience.  If you can, call

Trestleboard.
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BALTIMORE CHAPTER CSI  BBS QUESTIONNAIRE

Below are some questions about Baltimore Chapter CSI members' electronic communications hardware,

software, and usage characteristics.  Please take a few minutes to fill out this form and fax it to 410-922-8407.

You can also mail your responses to Baltimore Chapter CSI  Technical Committee c/o Manta Consulting, Inc.;

11100 Liberty Road, Suite J; W ards Chapel, MD 21133-1026.

General questions:

1. CSI membership classification (Circle one):    Professional        Industry       Associate

2. Size of company you work for (employees) (Circle one):  1-5   6-10  11-25  26-50  51-100    100+

3. If you have a computer at work and a computer at home, please make a copy of this survey form and fill

out one copy for you work computer and another for your home computer  W hich computer do the following

answers relate to?  (Circle one):    W ork     Home.

4. Quantity of computers in use at this location:   Circle one:   1-5     6-15     16-30     30+

5. If you have 2 or more computers, are they networked?   Yes     No

6. Type of computers you have (Circle all that apply):

7. Type:   Desktop      Portable

8. PC Operating System:  DOS Only     DOS with W indows     OS/2

9. PC CPU Processor:    8086/8088       80286       80386        80486        Pentium       Power PC

10.  PC Speed:  8MHz  12MHz  16MHz  25MHz  33MHz  50MHz  66MHz  80MHz  90MHz   100MHz

11. Non-PC System:   Apple   Unix   Other:_________  CPU Processor and Speed:

12. Do you presently have a modem?   Yes ___  No ___

13.  Do you support the idea of a BBS for use by Baltimore Chapter CSI Members?

       Yes ___  No ___   W hy?

14.   W ould you be interested in communicating with members of other CSI Chapters by a network of CSI

Chapter bulletin boards?  Yes ___  No ___ 

15.   W ould you be in favor of publishing a list of Baltimore Chapter CSI members' modem information?

Yes ___  No ___ W hy?

16.   Topics that you believe would be useful on the Baltimore Chapter CSI bulletin board:

If you do not have a modem:

17.   Have you considered purchasing a modem?  Yes ___  No ___ __

      If not, why?                                               

18.   Are you planning on purchasing a modem?   Yes ___  No ___

      If not, why?                                               

19.   If you are planning on purchasing one, when do you anticipate making the purchase?

      Circle one:    W ithin six months      W ithin one year     Longer

If you do have a modem:

20.  For what purpose do you use it?                            

21.  Do you presently communicate with other electronic bulletin boards?  No ___  Yes ___  

If yes, which ones?

22.  How often do you use your modem?  (Circle one):    Daily      W eekly      Monthly

23.  Hardware Manufacturer: ________________Software Manufacturer:__________________ 

24.   Modem Communications Information (Circle the preferred settings that apply to your modem):

25.  Baud Rate:    1200     2400     9600     14400     28800

26.  Data Bits:     8     7     6     5

27.  Parity:     None     Odd     Even

28.  Stop Bits:     1     1.5     2

29.  Flow Control:     Xon/Xoff     Hardware     None

30.  Terminal Emulation:     TTY (generic)     DEC-VT100     (ANSI)     DEC VT-52

Thank you for participating.

Contributed by Phil Brubaker and John Lister.  Edited by Scott Sider, CCS.


