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CSI's "Summer" continues!   So
we won't be having a regular
meeting.  The Chapter's Officers,
Directors, and Committee Chairs
will be meeting to plan events for
this Fiscal Year.  All members
are welcome to attend, and
become involved.

Meeting Details
 

Place
American Cedar and Millwork
214 Najoles Road
Millersville, Maryland
Take I-97 to Benfield Boulevard
(Exit 10).  More directions on
page 4.

 

Thursday, August 11, 2016
5:30 Board Meeting

 

Let us know if you
are attending by
Noon, Tuesday
August 9, 2016

Email at
reservations@csibaltimore.org

September's Program

Volatile Organic Compound Limit Changes
COMING TO MARYLAND ON JANUARY 1, 2017

If you specify or use architectural and industrial maintenance
coatings, regulations affecting their volatile organic compound
content have been part of their manufacture and use for many years. 
The regulations have been confusing at times.   From their origins in
Southern California with the South Coast Air Quality Management
District, to the EPA's National AIM regulations, to the Ozone
Transport Commission rules which govern Maryland and the
Northeastern United States, the regulations continue to evolve.

Join us as a representative of the Maryland Department of the
Environment will explain where the regulations have been and where
they will be changing to come January 1, 2017.

Also, since CONSTRUCT and the CSI Annual Convention will be
held in Austin Texas during the second week of September, the
Chapter meeting will be held on the September 15th (the third
Thursday).

October's Program
 

Acoustical performance of buildings is a topic which has traditionally 
been overlooked, much to the chagrin of acoustical consultants (who
benefit from fixing situations after the fact).  Unless a project is
required to comply with a sustainability program (like LEED, Green
Globes, International Green Construction Code, or variations on
these three), most non-residential buildings are not required to have
acoustical design considered.  Join as Michael Kerr of Bay Acoustics
explains the basics of understanding various kinds of acoustical
properties necessary in the building environment.

The Construction Specifications Institute is an international non-profit technical organization dedicated to the advancement of construction technology through communication,

education, research, and service.  For information about Baltimore Chapter CSI, contact Chapter Membership Chair David Copley
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Page 2 THE CONSTELLATION August 2016

This photograph was taken on August 7, 2016.  For the rest of the story
behind this photograph, go to the last page.

Board Members
 

Officers
 

President Jim Lewis 410-537-3300
1st V.P. Shenia Anderson
2nd V.P. Marty Jakovics 443-928-9173
Secretary Samuel Grant 443-348-2017
Treasurer Steven Evans 443-253-5764
Past Pres. Marc Held 410-259-2733
 

Directors
FY 16-17 Travis Gold 410-608-2900
FY 16-17 John Krause
FY 16-17 Scott Sider 443-573-2248
FY 16-17 Thomas Henry 800-727-7596
FY 17-18 Meagan Elfert 410-790-8161
FY 17-18 Timothy McLaughlin 443-528-5670
FY 17-18 Ed Weinmann 703-589-4914
 

Committee Chairs

Academic Affr [Vacant]
Awards Jennifer Hamner 443-862-4333
Certification Jim Lewis 410-537-3300
Elec Comm Marc Held 410-259-2733
Finance Steven Evans 410-916-1910
Handbook Scott Sider 443-573-2248
House Katherine Good 443-573-2269
Mtg Exhibitors Todd Guntner 410-234-3600
Membership David Copley 410-347-8500
Newsletter Scott Sider 443-573-2248
Nominations Rod Anderson 410-997-1000
Planning Jennifer Hamner 443-862-4333
Prof Dvlpmnt Scott Sider 443-573-2248
Program John Krause
Rebuilding Together Baltimore

Alexander Howe 301-717-9717
Marty Jakovics 443-928-9173

Technical [Vacant]
Tellers Scott Sider 443-573-2248
William J. Grabowski Scholarship Fund

Liz Stone 443-866-6690
 

Check the Chapter Website
www.csibaltimore.org

or
www.baltimorecsi.org

for information about Chapter
events and activities

 

Join us at felttips.blogspot.com
 

Editorial Policy Notice
 

The Constellation acts as a moderator without
approving, disapproving, or guaranteeing the
validity or accuracy of any data, claim or opinion
appearing under a byline or obtained or quoted
from an acknowledged source.
 

The opinions expressed by authors do not
necessarily reflect the official views of the
Baltimore Chapter CSI or The Construction
Specifications Institute.
 

Editorial deadline is the last Wednesday of each
month.

President's Message

I hope everyone is having a great summer with family and friends, as well
as enjoying the Baltimore heat and humidity.  Well at least it is not
snowing.  As we move toward the end of summer, there are some
important dates to note regarding professional certification.

The Institute has registration open for the Fall Certification exams. 
Deadline for standard registration is August 29th.  If you want to take
advantage of this opportunity, please go the Institute’s website to register. 
Study guides for the various exams are also available for purchase
through the Institute. 

Also regular Chapter meetings will begin in September.  Check the
Chapter’s website for details and registration.  I hope to see everyone at
our upcoming Chapter meetings.  

Best Regards,

Jim Lewis, CSI, CCS, 
President
jlewis@mde.state.md.us 
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If You Thought You
Were Having Computer
Problems...

Living in the 21st Century, we all have
computers, so we all have computer
troubles.  Whether its email downtime,
problems with your smart phone, or
system wide crashes of an airline
system, we are all at some point
affected by Murphy’s Law in our digital
devices.  CSI is no different.  An
organization of 10,000 members with
professional staff who manage on-line
registrations for membership,
certification renewals and a robust
on-line store, requires constant
maintenance and upgrade to systems. 
Recently, CSI has embarked on
numerous upgrades to our phone
systems, customer service platforms
and other hardware and software that
will greatly enhance our on-line profile. 
Most of the new user interfaces will be
rolled out at CONSTRUCT in Austin,
Texas in September.

However, such upgrades are not
without risk and CSI has experienced a
couple of bumps in the road recently. 
However, our great staff and CIO Rick
Bawcum have been working tirelessly
and CEO Mark Dorsey has kept the
Institute Board in constant update
about the troubles and the work to
correct them.  CSINet.org’s home page
has also been kept up to date with the
work arounds that have been
implemented while permanent solutions
are worked out.  Please remember this:
Mark and his team have been on the
ground at CSI for less than one year
and the changes have been dramatic in
terms of customer service and member
engagement.  We have some growing
pains but the best is yet to come!

Please reach out to me if you have any
quesitions or concerns.

Marvin Kemp, CSI, CDT
Institute Director
mkemp@designcollective.com 
410-685-6655

Board Meeting Highlights
July 2016

 

President Jim Lewis welcomed everybody for attending.  Jim wants
to brainstorm ideas during the Summer meetings.

August's  meeting location was discussed.  It will be held at
American Cedar and Millwork in Millersville instead of Ernst Meier's
plant in Curtis Bay as discussed at the June Board Meeting.

Program Chair John Krause described plans for this year's program
lineup.  September's program will be on VOC regulation changes
coming in January 2017.  The Chief of the MDE Division will be
giving the presentation.  October's program will be architectural
acoustics.  There was discussion regarding other subjects,
including getting a Federal GSA official to discuss energy savings. 
Other potential subject include flood proofing, a joint meeting with
IFMA, the need for designing and constructing Safe Rooms in
buildings, robotics on construction sites, and several panel
discussions.  There was consensus to have the panel discussion
programs be fill-ins for last minute cancellations.

The FY 2017 budget was discussed.  Treasurer Steve Evans
explained that the budget values are historically based.  Jim
requested everyone review the proposed budget and forward
requests to Steve by August's meeting.  The  President's stipend for
the CSI convention is increased in the FY 2017 budget.  Attendees
discussed the cost for the Electronic Communications Committee
to migrate the web site to another platform, and the need to develop
a budget for the transition.

The Chapter's 60th anniversary will be occurring in three years, and
planning needs to start this year for the event.

Jim wants to increase the number of of members who have the CSI
certifications.  Jim also wants to further discuss ides to better the
member experience and the plan to coordinate with Institute
initiatives.  Jim strongly recommended that new Board members
attend LOS in August.  Katherine and Marvin are issuing items via
Twitter.   There was a discussion about the Membership Committee
following up with new members to attend monthly meetings.

Sam Grant, CSI
Chapter Secretary
sgrant@gfnet.com

mailto:mkemp@designcollective.com
mailto:sgrant@gfnet.com
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Nothing Lasts Forever,
But the Earth and Sky†

 

Paints and coatings are used on metals,
concrete, wood, and other surfaces for
decorative and protective purposes.  Depending
upon the desired appearance and desired
longetivity, various chemical compositions can be
used.  Some last longer than others to provide
those decorative and protective qualities.  When
completed at the end of 1997, the MCI Center
(now Verizon Center) in Washington had the
entrance canopy's steel grille finished with a
protective coating (not ordinary paint).  Alas, after
13 years, in 2010, the coating started to fail with
rust forming on the grille.  Woefully, even as of
August 7, 2016 (the photo on page 2) the steel
was still rusting.

† Kansas, 1977, from Dust in the Wind on the
Point of No Return album.

Calendar Of Events
 

August
1 CONSTRUCT 2016 Early Bird (not so cheap!) registration ends.
11 Fire Testing and Commissioning Seminar and Tour from 9:00 a.m. to

3:30 p.m. at Intertek's testing facility in York, PA.  Four
presentations given by a few of the industry's leading experts in
the Weld of Wre, a tour of the facility, several testing
demonstrations, and lunch.

11 Baltimore Chapter Board Meeting at 5:30 at American Cedar and
Millwork at 214 Najoles Road, in Millersville.  Take I-97 to Benfield
Boulevard (Exit 10).  If coming from the north, take first exit ramp
to Benfield Boulevard west.  If heading from the south, take the
Benfield Boulevard exit, turn left at the end of the ramp to
Veterans Highway to Benfield Boulevard and turn left.  Take
Benfield Boulevard to Najoles Road and turn right.  The gate to
the yard will likely be closed.  If it happens to be open, park in the
spaces outside the yard.  Enter through the side door labeled
"Showroom."

19-20 Middle Atlantic Region Leadership Orientation Seminars at the
Heritage Hills Golf Resort, at 2700 Mt. Rose Avenue in York,
Pennsylvania. Region Committee and Board meetings are on the
19th.  Seminars are on the 20th.

29 Standard (Cheap!) Registration for Fall Certification Exams ends.

September
7 to 9 CONSTRUCT 2016 at the Austin Convention Center in Austin, Texas.
9 Registration (Not Cheap!) for Fall Certification Exams ends.
15 Baltimore Chapter Meeting. Volatile Organic Compound Limit

Changes Coming to Maryland on January 1, 2017
21 Radison Hotel at Cross Keys
26 Fall Exam period begins.  Ends on December 10.

August Anniversaries New Members

The Chapter has implemented Eventbrite for making
and paying for Chapter meeting reservations.  Paypal
will remain as an alternative method of paying for
meetings.  Paypal will remain the method for monthly
meeting Tabletop Sponsor payments

Using PayPal
The Baltimore Chapter CSI accepts PayPal for payment
for the monthly meetings. This will allow you to use a
credit card rather than cash or check.  To use PayPal,go
to the Chapter Meeting Web Page and click on Buy Now
button like that below.  Avoid going to PayPal's website,
since it will cause you to pay the fee, which the Chapter
will pay if you go through the Chapter's web site.

If you have any problems, contact the webmaster at 
webmaster@csibaltimore.org

Darragh Brady, CSI, CDT 4
Matthew DeWolfe, CSI, CDT 11
Laurie Dickeson, CSI, CCS, AIA 8
Travis Gold, CSI-EP 3
Charles Hovancik III, CSI, CCS, CCCA 22
Marvin Kemp, CSI, CDT 16
John Krajewki, CSI 3
Michael Pokorny, CSI, CDT 15
Dominique Sicard, CSI, CDT 1

Bethany Fischer, CSI
Tom Gangl, CSI

http://constructshow.com/
http://www.intertek.com/building/?re-seminar
http://www.mar-csi.org/los.html
http://constructshow.com/
http://www.csibaltimore.org/index_files/Page298.htm
mailto:webmaster@csibaltimore.org

