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Meeting Details

Place
The Admiral Fell Inn
888 South Broadway
Baltimore, Maryland

 

Thursday, May 8, 2007

4:30 Board Meeting
5:30 Attitude Adjustment
6:30 Dinner
7:30 Program
 

 Make your reservation
before Noon, Tuesday,

May 6, 2008.
 Chapter notifies the Inn of

reservation number on 
 Tuesday afternoon.

 

Call Steve Evans at
Carboline

410-916-1910
or email at

carbolinebaltimore@comcast.net 

 

Cost:  $35 per person
Payment due for

reservations made.

 

Make checks payable in the
exact amount to

" Baltimore Chapter CSI "
 Late reservations are not

available.

May 8TH'S PROGRAM

Entrepreneurship
"The entrepreneurial spirit is not just a birthright of
visionaries, but something that can be learned and
applied at any time in life."  Join us as Dr. Carolyn
Karlson of the College of Notre Dame of Maryland
dispels the top ten myths why someone can’t start
their own business.  She will share stories of
entrepreneurs who have faced one or more of
these myths, and then explain how they managed
to achieve success.  Learn about the process of
going from idea generation to feasibility testing to
business plan writing to the development of
materials to present to investors – one baby step
at a time.

June's Program

Managing Construction Administration with Databases.  If you have
been involved in the administration of a construction contract, you have
experienced the mountain of information to be managed and
maintained.  Learn how databases — instead of spreadsheets and word
processing documents — can make this activity easier and more
efficient.

The Construction Specifications Institute is an international non-profit technical organization dedicated to the advancement of construction technology through communication,

education, research, and service.  For information about Baltimore Chapter CSI, call Chapter Membership Chair, Susan Raneri, at 443-794-1233 sraneri@usg.com
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Board Members

Officers

President Marvin Kemp 410-685-6655

1st V.P. Sarah Caldwell 410-423-2016

2nd V.P. Robert Fritzsche 410-576-9310

Secretary Linda Pressler 410-293-1278

Treasurer Steven Evans 410-916-1910

Past Pres. Rod Anderson 410-997-1000

Directors

FY 07-08 John Hugendubler 410-265-6100

FY 07-08 Tom Mikell 202-857-8300

FY 08 Scott Sider 410-234-0900

FY 08-09 Tim Corbett 410-965-4865

FY 08-09 Charles Greenland 410-347-8500

FY 08-09 Todd Skopic 410-489-6216

FY 08-09 Liz Stone 443-866-6690

Committee Chairs

Academic Affr Ken Hercenberg 410-370-2642

Awards Todd Skopic 410-489-6216

Certification Robert Fritzsche 410-576-9310

Education Scott Sider 410-234-0900

Elec Comm Marvin Kemp 410-685-6655

Finance Steven Evans 410-916-1910

Handbook Scott Sider 410-234-0900

House Steven Evans 410-916-1910

Mtg Exhibitors Todd Guntner 410-234-3600

Membership Susan Raneri 443-794-1233

Newsletter Scott Sider 410-234-0900

Nominations Rod Anderson 410-997-1000

Planning Liz Stone 443-866-6690

Program Tim Corbett 410-965-4865

Technical Ken Hercenberg 410-370-2642

Tellers Scott Sider 410-234-0900

Check the Chapter Website

www,csibaltimore.org
for information about Chapter

events and activities.

Editorial Policy Notice
 

The Constellation acts as a moderator without
approving, disapproving, or guaranteeing the
validity or accuracy of any data, claim or opinion
appearing under a byline or obtained or quoted
from an acknowledged source.
 

The opinions expressed by authors do not
necessarily reflect the official views of the
Baltimore Chapter CSI or The Construction
Specifications Institute.
 

Editorial deadline is the second Friday of each
month.

President's Message

"The best laid plans of mice and men," or something like that, is how the quote goes.
While the April tour of the Graham Architectural Windows plant and Architectural
Testing's facility in York, PA did not come off exactly as we would have hoped, those
on the tours tell me it was a great event and they saw many exciting things at both
facilities.  For May, we are going outside the box by inviting Dr. Carolyn Karlson,
Associate Vice President of Graduate, Weekend, and Accelerated Programs at the
College of Notre Dame of Maryland to speak on entrepreneurship.  Dr. Karlson will
dispel the ten myths of why you cannot start your own business.  Please join us on May
8, 2008 for this exciting presentation.
 

On a recent work day, I had a meeting in College Park.  I normally listen to the radio
while driving and was not enthusiastic about the sports talk available to me on the
return trip.  I remembered something I heard at the Middle Atlantic Region Leadership
Orientation Seminar (LOS) regarding podcasts available through CSI.  For those who
may not know, a podcast is a digital audio broadcast that can be downloaded from the
Internet to your iPod or other MP3 player to listen to at your leisure.  I decided to
download a few of them from CSI to listen to while driving.
 

What a find! I listened to several "CSI Construction Minutes" which are literally one
minute news briefs on a single topic.  I learned about some problems with the Thom
Mayne-designed federal office building in San Francisco and an atomic super-collider
under construction outside of Geneva, Switzerland.  Neither of these gave me a
complete story, but both gave me a taste of the story that would allow me to go through
the usual Internet search engines to learn more about each, which I intend to do.
These "minutes" seem to be appearing about two per week.  If you go to
www.csinet.org, click on "audiocast" on the top bar to find them.  From the website, you
can stream the content directly and listen to it immediately, rather than using an iPod
or MP3 device.
 

While you are there, make sure to check out the audiocasts of "How Not to Screw Up."
There are two that I highly recommend.  "You Might Be a Contractor If…" puts a funny
spin on construction, but at the end warns that Architects and Specifiers are next!
There is also an audiocast by a public relations professional who tells the story of an
engineering firm with four partners.  Unbeknownst to each other, all four submitted
independently on the same RFP with four different fees attached.  The "How Not to
Screw Up" audiocasts cover a large variety of topics and they vary in length from a few
minutes to almost 25 minutes in length.  Do yourself a favor and give these great
broadcasts a listen.
 

All of this informative listening led me to think about communication and how Chapters
contact and communicate with their members.  On Saturday afternoon at LOS, our
newsletter editor, Scott Sider, participated in a panel discussion entitled "Is the Paper
Newsletter Dead?"  Scott was joined by the President of the Central Virginia Chapter,
Charles Hendricks, who circulates a paper newsletter via U.S. Mail each month to
about 700 construction industry professionals in the Charlottesville, Virginia area and
Allentown's Electronic Communications Chair, Brad Teeters, who no longer publishes
a newsletter in any format.  The Allentown Chapter simply updates their website and
sends an e-mail blast to their membership when the update is ready for viewing.
 

The Chapter newsletter cannot be all things to all Chapters and I'm sure that the
leaders of these two Chapters believe that how they communicate with their members
is in the best interest of the majority of their members.  You may be thinking what I was
thinking when faced with the notion of mailing out 700 newsletters each month – who
pays for that? The Central Virginia newsletter has a number of advertisers that pay for
ads of various sizes to cover the costs of publication and distribution.  Our Chapter has

(Continued on page 3)
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Region Board Meeting
Highlights

The Region Board Meeting held on Friday,
April 18th at 5:00 p.m.  Minutes were
approved for 2007 Region Board
meetings.  The Treasurer’s report was
approved with a few minor adjustments. 
For Institute activities, reviewing Region
boundaries was brought up.  At this time,
the Regions will stay the same.  Each
Chapter was strongly encouraged to
register as a CEN certified provider.
 

For Region Committee Chapter Reports:
•  Academic Affairs discussed that we
need the support of the faculty at local
schools in order to get principles taught by
CSI and getting the PRM utilized in
schools.  Margaret Chewning handed out
a disc with a database of schools in the
Mid-Atlantic area with contacts for
Chapters to potentially approach.
•  For Awards, Ray Gaines encouraged
Chapters to recognize our membership. 
For award applications, it was pointed out
to focus on the content more than the
presentation of the content.
•  Under Certification, it was raised that
there is a need to have information about
persons signed up for the certification
exams.  The Institute will need to look
further into how we can find out
information about the participants without
invading their privacy.  Fall 2008 exams
will be offered September 22 through 27
nationwide.  Registration for the Summer
2008 exams at the Institute convention is
closed.  It was mentioned that exams
would not be provided at the Region
Conference in Macungie, PA (that was
later changed, and will be exams given at
Region Conference ).
•  For Membership, Mitch Miller discussed
how there is a growing decline in
membership within the Region.  It was
suggested that at certification classes,
membership applications should be made
available for non-members.  It was also
mentioned that Board members are the
key to retaining members.  Board
members need to find out why people are
not renewing.  A proposal was brought up
for a membership campaign.  The
campaign would give out an award for the
total of $1500 to the Chapter that has the
highest percentage of increase in
membership and the highest numerical
increase. 
 

(Continued on page 4)

President's Message
(continued)

historically avoided selling advertising in our newsletter and has kept it a straight record of
news and events in our Chapter and in the industry.  Several other Chapters in attendance
voiced the opinion that the reason they no longer publish a newsletter is nobody in their
Chapters' leadership is willing to do it.  I wonder if that is, in part, due to the task of selling
advertising.
 

All of this caused me to think about The Constellation, which you have open as an electronic
file on your computer screen right now.  Should you like something about The Constellation
please let either Scott Sider, myself, or another Chapter leader know.  If you have ideas for
how to make it better, please let us know.  We promise that by speaking up we won't hand
you the reigns of the newsletter.  We might, however, ask you to contribute some content.
I have recently stumbled across several writings by members across the nation.  Many of
these writings have appeared in local Chapter newsletters before finding their way to the
Internet or a CSI Forum.  If you have an essay prepared or some other content, please
submit it to Scott Sider for publication.  I would love to read some things that are going on
in our local piece of the construction industry.
 

Those of you who have sat in on our Board of Directors meetings across my time as
President know that I always bring an important discussion back to what our bylaws say on
the topic.  The bylaws that govern our Chapter were written by people much smarter than
me and have stood us well over the past 50 years.  They are so cleverly written that we
have not seen fit to alter them since at least December 19, 1983 – the date that appears at
the bottom of the copy that I possess.  We are, however, in need of looking over them
because of recent events.
 

I had the opportunity to sit in on a webinar for Presidents and Presidents-Elect where the
Institute Governance changes were a hot topic.  As you may know by now, all four
proposals on this year's ballot passed by an overwhelming majority, significantly higher
percentages than the two-thirds majority needed.  The Governance Reform and
Implementation Task Team (GRITT) has already begun its work on implementing these
changes and will report to the Institute Board at its June 2008 meeting in Las Vegas.  The
formal Board Meeting on Tuesday, June 3, 2008 is open to all members.  If you can get to
Vegas a bit early, I encourage you to join me in attending that meeting.
 

The changes to the Institute bylaws are causing each Region and each Chapter to look at
its bylaws.  In our Middle Atlantic Region, each Chapter President is a voting member of the
Region Board of Directors.  Those of you who may not know me very well do not know how
I operate in the Region Board Meetings.  In my two years as your President I have earned
the reputation for being outspoken at these meetings and always on the side of intelligent
and unbiased thought.  That has now earned me a spot on the Region Governance Task
Team that is charged with creating a proposal for altering the Region Bylaws to put them
in line with the Institute's bylaws.  This task team includes current Institute Directors Charlie
Beauduy of the Central Pennsylvania Chapter and Henry Zirkle of the Richmond Chapter
as well as newly elected Institute Director Mitch Miller of the Allentown Chapter.  These
three and myself are joined by these other Region leaders: Margaret Chewning of the
Tidewater Virginia Chapter, Sandra Hundley of the Pittsburgh Chapter, Ray Gaines of the
Central Virginia Chapter, and former Institute Director Sal Varrastro of the Allentown
Chapter.  You can see that most of the areas of the Region are well represented on this
team.  
 

I will have much more to write about on the work of this task team as the work begins
across the spring and summer.  We are a little hamstrung right now until after the Institute
Board Meeting in June.  If you have any thoughts or questions about this process, please
let me know.  The eight of us on the task team can use all the help we can get! Our goal is
to have the proposal before the Region Board at the Mid-Atlantic Region Conference in
McCungie, Pennsylvania in September 2008.  Rest assured that as things happen in this
regard, I will notify you through this medium or another one so that the process is as
transparent as possible.

Marvin Kemp, CSI, CDT, AIA
Chapter President 
mkemp@designcollective.com

mailto:mkemp@designcollective.com
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Region Board Meeting
Highlights
(continued)

That Chapter could send anyone that they
select to attend the 2009 Convention or
Region Conference with this funding (their
membership chair if possible).
•  There were no reports for Education,
Communications, Operations, Planning.
and Technical Committees.

Chapter reports were reviewed and
highlights given by each chapter’s
attending representative.  The Baltimore
Chapter received applause for our work at
the 2007 Institute convention.

Discussion was brought up regarding the
need for a Chapter to host the 2010
Region conference.  This issue was
discussed at length.  It was mentioned that
Baltimore declined to host this conference. 
 The 1st Vice President of the Baltimore
Chapter offered to host a Region Board
meeting only for 2010 instead of the
conference.  No other Chapter in
attendance offered to host the conference
at that time.  Each Chapter was asked to
go back and speak to their Boards to
considerate hosting the conference.  No
decision was made at the meeting,
although the Institute Director later hinted
that one chapter had given a tentative
"okay" to move up to 2010, pending that
Chapter's Board approval.  Baltimore was
asked to consider moving up its next
committed date from the one on the
Region-approved list of 2006, filling in for
the Chapter that takes over 2010.   This
would be 2012 or 2014.  This will be
discussed at the next Baltimore Chapter
Board meeting.

For the Institute Convention, it was
mentioned that there will be a Region
Caucus on June 5th from 5:30 to 6:30 at
the convention center in room S229.

Sarah Caldwell, 1st Vice President
Robert Fritzsche, 2nd Vice President

CDT Certification Exams in

September
 

If you missed the opportunity to take the CDT

Exam in Late March / Early April, you have

another opportunity in September during the

week between the 22nd and 27th.  To register,

go to CSI's Certification web page.  Early

registration ends on June 23, and late

registration end son August 22.

Board Meeting Highlights — April 2008

Marvin reported that the Chapter's website has been down for several weeks.

Jerry W ilcox has been working on the problem.   Marvin Kemp and Jerry W ilcox will

pursue a new host company for the Chapter website using the present URL

www.csibaltimore.org which they believe they can keep without permission from

the existing hosting firm.  If this occurs, a basic site will be rolled out with a new

design that consists of one page with links to The Constellation.  Additional pages

will be added as they become available.
 

Rebuilding Together Baltimore is scheduled for Saturday, April 26 .  Marvin thanksth

those who signed up to volunteer.  An e-mail will be forwarded to remind volunteers

to attend.
 

LOS will be held April 18 and 19.  Six members will attend.  Sarah Caldwell will

represent the Baltimore Chapter because Marvin Kemp is not able to attend on

Friday night.  Sarah Caldwell and Robert Fritzsche will report to the chapter about

the Regional Board Meeting business.  Marvin will attend the seminars scheduled

for Saturday and will provide the chapter report.
 

A list of Delegates who plan to attend the Annual Membership Meeting at the

Construct 2008 and CSI Annual Convention was collected.  Chapter members who

are attending the Convention are requested to contact Marvin so they can be

added to the list of Delegates.  This will be the last year that Delegates will be

assigned.  Presently only Delegates can vote on issues raised at the Annual

Membership Meeting.  W ith the passage of the Governance all members will have

a voting voice at future Annual Meetings.
 

An Ad Hoc committee will be formed to poll the membership in order to determine

whether or not the Board's recommendation to increase Chapter dues to $40 will

move forward for finalization.
 

Marvin was contacted by Region Director Henry Zirkle to request that the Baltimore

Chapter host the Middle Atlantic Regional Conference in 2010.  Marvin indicated

that the Board had previously declined the request.  Baltimore hosted the Institute

Convention in both 1998 and 2007.  The last Region Conference that Baltimore

hosted was in 1996.  Marvin indicated that those who volunteered to work on these

events have been over taxed and are not willing to host another major event so

soon.  Marvin added that the Chapter may be approached at the Leadership

Orientation Seminars  to host this event in the near future.  The location of the

2010 Institute Convention has not been identified but will probably be held in the

Eastern United States and possibly in Baltimore, which is a very popular location.

The Board confirmed that the Chapter will again decline the request to host the

Regional Conference in 2010.
 

W ith the passage of the Governance, the Chapter By-laws will need to be updated

in order to align with the Institute By-laws.  The Board will review the By-laws,

make recommendations for changes, and approve those changes.  The Institute

must also approve the changes and then the changes will be advertised in The

Constellation.  Final approval shall be made by two-thirds of the members at a

regular or special meeting.
 

Marvin has prepared a Chapter Director's Guide to prepare incoming Directors to

assume the duties of the position.  A draft copy was introduced to the Board

members who were requested to review the document and provide comments to

Marvin.

Linda Pressler, RA, CSI, CDT, AIA

Chapter Secretary

pressler@usna.edu 
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Eero Saarinen: Shaping
the Future
Exhibit at the National Building
Museum
 

Starting on May 3rd and running
through August 23rd, the National
Building Museum will be hosting this
retrospective of Eero Saarinen's work. 
The exhibit will include building models,
never before seen drawings, furniture,
photographs, films and other artifacts.
Visit www.nbm.org for more information
on these exciting exhibition-related
programs:
•  Growing up Saarinen: Life and
Legacy of an Architect - May 4:  In
collaboration with the Finlandia
Foundation, landscape architect Susan
Saarinen will discuss what it was like to
grow up in this talented family and Mark
Coir, director of the Cranbrook
Archives, will examine Saarinen's
architectural legacy.
•  Symposium: Preserving Modernism -
June 30:  This program will examine the
legacy of modernism and the alarming
demolition of significant buildings and
landscapes from this period.
•  Architecture Family Day - June 21: 
Families will explore Saarinen's
structures and be invited to build with
LEGOS®, soft blocks, bricks, and even
their bodies in a hands-on Family Day
at the National Building Museum.

Calendar Of Events
 

May

3 Eero Saarinen arrives! Eero Saarinen: Shaping the Future opens at the

National Building Museum and runs through August 23rd.  The

first-ever retrospective of the life and work of this 20  centuryth

architect. For more information, go to www.eerosaarinen.net.

8 Baltimore Chapter open Board Meeting and General Meeting.  Carolyn

Karlson from College of Notre Dame presents Entrepreneurship.
 

June

3-6 CSI's Annual Convention and Exhibit Construct 2008 in Las Vegas,

Nevada.  

12 Baltimore Chapter open Board Meeting and General Meeting.  Managing

Construction Administration with Databases.

23 Last day to register for September CDT Exam at reduced fee.
 

July

TBA Baltimore Chapter open Board Meeting
 

August

TBA Baltimore Chapter open Board Meeting 

22 Last day to register for September CDT Exam.

23 Eero Saarinen: Shaping the Future exhibit ends at the National Building

Museum
 

September

11 Baltimore Chapter open Board Meeting and General Meeting.  Program

to be announced.

22-27 Construction Document Technologist Exams available at Prometric

Testing Centers.

25-28 Mid-Atlantic Region Conference  at the Bear Creek Resort and

Conference Center in Macungie, Pennsylvania.  Contact Bill Dyer or

Peggy Sweigert
 

 

May Anniversaries New Members

Don't Forget
about the Bear!
 

If you are interested in sponsoring the

Mid-Atlantic Region Conference at the

Bear Creek Resort and Conference

Center in Macungie, Pennsylvania

between September 25 and 28,

contact Bill Dyer or Peggy Sweigert

Joseph Adamczyk 23

Shenia Anderson 4

Lee Coplan 27

Tim Corbett 9

Robert Gehrman 2

Larry Hennessey 16

John Holliday, Jr. 12

Brian Lockwood 1

Robert Moll 1

Janice Myers 13

Susan Raneri 5

Scott W arren Sider 23

Gregory Skinner 2

Timothy Baliles

Patricia Gomez Bustamante

Robert Nichols

Michelle Pearson

Christopher Sillars

Michael Skrodinski

http://www.nbm.org
http://www.eerosaarinen.net/
http://www.consturctshow.com
http://www.marc2008.com
mailto:billdyer@comcast.net
mailto:pasacadia@juno.com
http://www.marc2008.com
mailto:billdyer@comcast.net
mailto:pasacadia@juno.com

